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■  Students
complete campus
bathroom
renovations

■  Volleyball faces stiff
competition

■  Fire enlivens
JV football game

■ Columnist decries
lack of sports funding
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WATCH SPARKS fly “When
Worlds Collide” at Home-

coming 2001 today from 6 to 10
p.m. Will your heart collide with
that of your special someone?
Rock to the beats of Rhythm In
Motion or groove to the tunes of
Divide ‘N Conquer, and make sure
you capture the moment with a
picture by Prestige. Lose yourself
as you dance under the moon.
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News Pages 1-5

Sports Pages 9-13

Columns Page 7

■  Tree-chopping vandal
should have more respect
for the school environment

■  Hate crimes toward Arab-
Americans unjustified and
should be stopped

Opinion Pages 14-15

■  Crossfire: Should the US
have left the racism
conference in Durban, South
Africa?
■  New district retirement
plan will sacrifice valuable
teachers

Backpage Page 16
■  Looking for self
expression? Open mic
cafes are the perfect
venue

Shockwaves

One-and-a-half weeks later and 3,000 miles
away, the school community feels the
impact of the terrorist attacks on the East Coast

Phone home. Students
scramble to call their

parents after the sudden
dismissal that took place
as a result of the terrorist
attacks on Sept. 11. After

the Mod 3 district
announcement to close

schools, teachers rushed
to evacuate the campus.

Coast-to-coast empathy  Senior Michelle Umadhay comforts senior Janny Ng at a Sept. 14
candlelight vigil in honor of those who died in the East Coast terrorist attacks.

$400,000
from
alumnus
        Money is desig-
nated  for Stanford-
bound seniors

Vandal
defaces
dance
studio
By Andrey Kobzar

SCHOOL OFFICIALS and police
are searching for the perpetrator
of numerous acts of homopho-

bic graffiti committed last Thursday.
According to

dean Janet Tse,
the graffiti was
aimed at a Lowell
junior, and the
worst damage oc-
curred in the
dance studio,
where the vandal
or vandals used
masking tape and
red paint to write
a homophobic
message on the
mirrors. Dean Ray Cordoba said that
similar graffiti marred the bungalows,
the teachers’ parking lot and the school
facade.

According to Tse, the administra-
tion talked to the student who was

See VANDALS on Page 5

Shield & Scroll, government might not schedule first

■  Teachers decide how to
use money received through
high test scores

■ Admin-
istration will
not need
student help
with
scheduling
next
semester

In brief

By Samantha Miller

A $400,000 DONATION to the
Alumni Association from an
alumnus will provide schol-

arships for students who attend
Stanford.

The association has already re-
ceived $300,000 out of the total
$400,000 which Robert A. Levin,
Stanford Class of ‘30, donated in his
will.

“It’s entirely possible that (Levin)
made the decision without realizing
how much money it was,” Alumni
Association secretary Terry Abad
said. After designating money for
his family and friends, Levin wanted
50 percent of the remaining money
to go to the school. The other 50
percent was to go to Stanford.

See  STANFORD on Page  5

By Terence Thang

THE TRADITIONAL PRIVILEGE that
al-lowed Shield and Scroll members
and student government officers to se-

lect their classes first might be eliminated next
semester when the new Electronic Arena re-
places the traditional pen-and-paper sched-
uling.

“With the new electronic system, we (the
faculty) don’t need Shield and Scroll  and

teachers doing the scheduling anymore,” as-
sistant principal Gloria Bogdanoff said.

Without this need, whether Shield and
Scroll and student government will retain the
privilege of scheduling — which started in
1968 as a practical measure to help teachers
man the paper-scheduling process — is still a
mystery.  Student Body Council sponsor and
social studies teacher Steve Schmidt said that
he thinks that Shield and Scroll members and
government officers should no longer enjoy

special treatment.
“Members of an honor society like Shield

and Scroll should serve the school without
any type of compensation other than being
able to tell college admissions boards and
scholarship committees that they were a part
of Lowell’s honor and service society,”

 Schmidt said.  “The same is true for stu-
dent government.”

Schmidt added that the students should

See SCHEDULE on Page 5

SAMANTHA MILLER

JAMES LEE

By Lauren D. Yee

CHANGES IN TODAY’S spirit rally and a
recent candlelight vigil are two of the ways
in which students have been dealing with the

East Coast terrorist attacks that also resulted in last
week’s district-wide school evacuations.

The Lowell Student Association decided to do
away with the traditional spirit rally point competi-
tion — a system that gives points to each class for
hallway decorations and performance at the event—
after the rally itself was nearly postponed in an at-
tempt to eliminate class rivalry following the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks.

Although 10 days have passed since the bomb-
ings, the student body is still feeling the effects of the
tragedy.

“The senior board thought that (the spirit rally)
wasn’t the time for competition,” Class of ’02 spon-
sor and social studies teacher Mary Anne Wold said,
adding that many of the senior officers “felt sensi-
tive about their theme of fire,” after fire ravaged the
World Trade Center.

Though a majority of the Student Body Council
and class officers voted at the Lowell Student Asso-
ciation meeting to keep the spirit rally as scheduled,
several officers thought holding a spirit rally today
would be inappropriate.

“I wanted to postpone it since
it’s not really a time to celebrate,”
sophomore class vice president
Kurtis Leong said.

According to junior class trea-
surer Miranda Tang, the junior class
officers rewrote their skit since the
first one featured a plane hijacking,
a sensitive subject for most. Al-
though the senior class skit did not
deal with similar topics, senior class
treasurer Xi Wang said the senior
class officers also decided to change
their skit, using it to honor those

See SHOCK on Page 4

Janet Tse,
dean



-

Lowell High SchoolNEWS September 21, 20012

The Lowell on the Web

N E W S B R I E F S

School reschedules musical

F O R  T H E  C O M P L E T E  V E R S I O N  O F  S T O R I E S ,  P L E A S E  V I S I T

www.thelowell.org

Students renovate bathrooms

A work of art.
Senior Kristina
Svensson makes
the finishing
touches on a
mural decorating
the second-floor
boys’ bathroom,
part of a larger
bathroom
beautification
project that
began last
semester.

By Vivian Lo

IN TWO WEEKS, student government members will de-
cide whether to continue a four-month-old bathroom
renovation project that cost many hours of student time

and will use up to $3,420 in state block grant money.
Before an Oct. 4 student press conference in the Meyer Li-

brary, the Student Body Council will decide whether to con-
tinue working on the project, which includes the painting of
murals and the installation of new mirrors and automatic
flushers in two of the school’s bathrooms. The SBC and the
Parent Teacher Student Association may provide additional
funding, if needed.

If graffiti and other significant damage have marred the
refurbished bathrooms, “then SBC will spend the money and
time on more useful projects,” said SBC vice president Jonathan
Chen, who also serves as a co-coordinator of the renovation
effort.

During the three-and-a-
half weeks that the newly-reno-
vated bathrooms have been
open, the SBC has already dis-

covered that some students have defaced the restrooms, scratch-
ing letters into the back of a girls’ bathroom door and tagging
the boys’ bathroom.

SBC members, however, declined to disclose how these in-
cidents will affect their decision.

The SBC fears that if it makes a negative prediction, acts of
vandalism might persist as students see no use in keeping the
existing two renovated bathrooms clean, Chen said.

Many students hope that the SBC announcement will bring
about better bathrooms.

“There are bigger and smellier bathrooms that need to be
cleaned,” said senior Mehjabeen Khan, who was one of the first
visitors to the newly-renovated girls’ bathroom on the first
floor.

Search continues for new CSF sponsor

■  The trees
were piled

near the
flagpole

■ Part of first
floor was

flooded

In brief

Prankster cuts down trees in front courtyard

By Austin English

SPONSORSHIP of the school’s chap-
ter of the California Scholarship Fed-
eration — a statewide honor society

— will change within the year, following
the departure of the organization’s long-
time on-campus adviser.

The federation’s leadership is currently

in flux following the resignation of English
teacher Deborah Canepa-Tencza as the
program’s sponsor.

“CSF just took up too much of my
time,” Canepa-Tencza said. “CSF put me
behind in all my schoolwork, and it was
really cutting into my family time.”

The CSF room, where CSF members tu-
tor other students, is now closed, and its

status is uncertain. Principal Paul Cheng
and assistant principal Olivia Brown were
reluctant to comment regarding CSF’s
present status.

Canepa-Tencza said she does have re-
grets about leaving CSF.

“I miss the kids,” Canepa-Tencza said.
“CSF gave me an opportunity to meet
more kids.”

By Rael Enteen

THE ROW OF TREES in front
of the Meyer Library exists
no more because of an Aug.

26 act of vandalism on campus that
involved destroying trees and flood-
ing part of the first floor.

The only evidence so far points to

students from the Class of ’01 as cul-
prits, although the evidence is shaky,
assistant principal Gilbert Archuleta
said.  The graffiti read “Class of 2001,”
but according to Archuleta, that alone
is not enough evidence to point fin-
gers.

Dean Janet Tse said when she ar-
rived on campus, she found the Stu-

dent Activities Office, the foreign lan-
guage department office, as well as
other first-floor locations ankle-deep
in water.

Custodians had to finish the clean-
up effort by 8 a.m. so students would
see a minimal amount of the vandal-
ism when they arrived for the first day
of school.

The annual musical will take place
in the fall this year, while the play will
run in the spring.

Visual and Performing Arts depart-
ment head Michele Winter, music
teacher Othello Jefferson and stage
director Diane Price decided to make
the change because it is difficult to
find rehearsal time during the hectic
spring semester.

“Spring is a busy semester,”
Jefferson said. “With graduation,
STAR and SAT testing and Advanced

Placement exams, there will not be much time left for
students to get ready.”

— Nina Wu

Technology slow to come
The sluggish construction of the new science wing

and the lack of a school-wide computer network are
delaying the school from meeting the Digital High
School goal of providing classrooms with top-of-the-
line technology.

Those involved in planning DHS spending have been
reluctant to immediately purchase new computers with-
out the new network because technology advances so
rapidly, according to assistant principal Gilbert
Archuleta.

“What’s the point of buying new computers when
they’ll be out of date so fast?” Archuleta said.

A second problem is compatibility.
“Networking in the main building has to be in con-

cert with networking in the new wing,” he added.
— Feather Moy-Welsh

Retired counselor Barbara Prato is
substituting for counselor Sue
DeVries, who is currently in the hos-
pital after falling ill on Aug. 29, just
two days after school began.

DeVries, who was admitted to the
emergency room at the University of
California Medical Center, is currently
recuperating at home, and “on her
way to wellness,” counselor May Choi
said.

— Terence Thang

Counselor on sick leave

New cleaning supe arrives

CAMPUS RENOVATIONScl   se up

Barbara
Prato,
substitute
counselor

Michele
Winter, VPA
department
head

The district’s new cleaning supervisor, who started
in July, said he hopes to make the campus a cleaner and
safer place.

Ron Crivello, who takes the place of retired cleaning
supervisor Bill Guitterez, plans to work together with
the students and staff members to improve the school’s
sanitation. Most importantly, he wants to improve ex-
isting standards and make new standards, which include
keeping the floors waxed and making toilet paper readily
available in all the restrooms.

      — Helen Fong

ALDRICH TAN
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By Michelle Shum

THE HALLS ARE CLEANER, thanks to
the work of a new assistant principal,
who takes the place of John Mahoney.

Although he has only been working here for
a few weeks, Gilbert Archuleta said he is already
feeling at home.

“The work is fast-paced, which I really en-
joy, and it fits my style,” Archuleta said. “Every-
one has been extraordinarily supportive.”

While Archuleta is settling into his new po-
sition, former assistant principal John Mahoney
is working at his brother’s ranch, driving a fork-
lift truck. He continues to help remodel the
school’s bathrooms.

“It’s fun, sitting in the sun, gardening,” he
said.

Mahoney said he retired since his retirement
system required members to work until the age
of 60.

“On the 18th of September, I became 60 years
of age and so it would have been this year for
me to retire if I still worked at Lowell,” he said.

Mahoney also decided to retire for personal
reasons.

“On the Saturday right after school got out,
my close friend Steve Hedge died of a heart at-
tack at the age of 51,” Mahoney said. “Then I
thought about it. My dad died at 59, and my
older brother died at 51. I made my decision
quickly and filed the retirement.”

Mahoney said he has confidence in
Archuleta’s abilities.

“I knew Archuleta previously,” Mahoney
said. “He should know what to do.”

Faculty members are happy with Archuleta’s
progress.

“Archuleta’s doing a great job,” social studies
department head Alice Kwong-Ballard said.
“The halls are clean; there’s less garbage. We’re
well-informed about the workers here. He’s re-
ally attempting to clean up the school and main-
tain it.”

By Nina Wu

STUDENT GOVERNMENT mem-
bers are spearheading a cam-
paign against a state policy  to

limit student food sales to four per
year.

“We will pursue an aggressive
campaign to change this policy,” Stu-
dent Body Council president senior
Toby Frankenstein said.

Student Nutrition Services’ new
plan — which allows students to re-
tain 100 percent of the profits from
four sales, but deducts 70 percent
from each sale afterwards — deals a
crippling blow to clubs’ fundraising on
campus, according to Frankenstein,
adding SBC does not feel SNS “has
given us enough options for clubs to
fundraise if we limit food sales.”

Forensics Society president senior
Gigi Wong agrees: “Clubs need dif-

Students protest
cafeteria policy

ferent amounts of money; Forensics
needs thousands of dollars to enroll
members in competitions. Four food
sales won’t provide the money.”

Until SNS members negotiate with
student governments as to how they
should change the policy, SBC plans
to continue business as usual.

“Student body government is
merely maintaining the existing status
quo,” student government sponsor
and social studies teacher Steve
Schmidt said.

SNS district director Pat Saturnio
said one of the reasons why the policy
changed is concern over food safety,
which Frankenstein said  is un-
founded.

“SBC will be creating guidelines on
how clubs must sell their food,” he
said. “This is an effort to ensure that
all food sold to students is safe and
uncontaminated.”

By Michelle Shum

MEMBERS of the teachers’ union hope more
teachers will donate their bonuses from the
improved performance in the 2000 Standard-

ized Testing and Reporting exams to a scholarship for
students in schools that did not receive this state-allo-
cated funding.

The Union Building Committee plans to put together
a fund to provide students with scholarships and re-
ward teachers in schools that did not earn bonus fund-
ing through improved STAR scores, according to UBC
secretary and English teacher Dennis Kelly.

According to Kelly, the UBC plans to distribute this
money in spring 2002. Kelly added that teachers could
use future bonuses for this fund.

“We have a little over $3,500 right now,” he said. “We
haven’t developed student guidelines for receiving this

scholarship, but we’re pretty sure that this program will
continue as long as the funding lasts.”

According to Kelly, only Lowell teachers and one Lin-
coln teacher have donated money to the fund. How-
ever, faculty members who donated were delighted to
offer part of their bonuses.

“It’s exactly the right thing to do because it’s unfair
for other teachers because they do have harder jobs,”
social studies teacher Monty Worth said. “Lowell’s kids
are easy to teach.”

Each full-time teacher was supposed to receive $1,500
for their students’ improvement in the STAR exam, ac-
cording to Kelly. Since the state miscalculated the
amount of available money, each teacher received only
$591.32 at the end of June 2001.

“Some people gave all $591, some gave $20 to $25
dollars, but it doesn’t matter how much they gave,” Kelly
said. “It’s just that they did contribute.”

Dennis Kelly,
Union Building

Committee
secretary and

English teacher

Teachers give money to scholarship

Deck the halls. Freshmen paint murals for spirit week last week with
other Class of ’05 committee members.

ALDRICH TAN

Assistant
principal
retires

Painting spirit
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Center to help smokers
The school’s Wellness Center will be offering a pro-

gram next semester to help smokers kick their habit.
School nurse Maryann P. Rainey, who will direct the

cigarette cessation program, said she hopes the eight-
week course will be available to students during lunch
mods.

The settlement money acquired in lawsuits against
tobacco companies this year helped provide the San
Francisco Unified School District Health Department with
the money it needed to start the program.

Rainey said that smoking is a definite problem on
campus. Education Testing and Research surveys and
focus groups reported last year that about 10 percent
of students on campus admitted to smoking in the past
30 days.

An anonymous senior who smokes said the course is
a good option, but he would probably “use a nicotine
patch instead.”

— Feather Moy-Welsh

Most sophomores pass test
A majority of the school’s sophomores have passed

both sections of the statewide high school exit exam.
Of the 655 students who took the English-language

arts portion of the California High School Exit Examina-
tion last spring, 646 passed. Of the 652 who took the
mathematics portion, 644 passed. Overall, the school
has a pass rate of 99 percent.

Assistant principal Gilbert Archuleta said the students
who did not pass the exam last spring will retake it on
March 5 and 6, the same days the current ninth graders
will take it.

According to English department head Jan Hernandez
and math department head Tom Chambers, the two
departments do not currently have any plans to assist
the mainstream students who failed with the specific
goal of passing the test.

“The main goal is to get the kids to meet graduation
requirements — to pass their classes here,” Chambers
said. “If they can do that, they should be able to pass
the exit exam.”

— Alisa Farenzena

School sponsors blood drive
Students can donate blood from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00

p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 25 on campus in an effort to
provide the vital fluid to those in need.

The blood drive, which will take place in front of the
school, is coordinated by the non-profit community-
based blood center, Blood Centers of the Pacific.

Blood from the drive will go to Bay Area hospitals
and will greatly “aid surgery, trauma, cancer and organ
transplant patients,” director of communications of BCP
Lisa Block said.

According to a statement issued by BCP, Students
who wish to donate must be at least 16 years of age,
weigh at least 110 pounds and, at the time of dona-
tion, be relatively healthy.

Students and Faculty who wish to donate blood
should visit the Wellness Center in room 129 to sched-
ule an appointment.

— Jordan Rosencranz
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Students hold rally for
peace after tragedy

By Michelle Shum

THE SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL — an on-
campus decision-making body com-
prised of students, teachers and par-

ents — is determining how to allocate
money the school received for last year’s
improved scores on a statewide standard-
ized test.

The SSC will decide how the school will
use the $158,120 it won because of its im-
provement on the Standardized Testing
and Reporting exams.

Some of the money is already ear-
marked to improve school conditions and
to pay teachers, according to principal Paul
Cheng.

With the remaining funds, Cheng said
he hopes to continue the effort to improve
instructional programs and support teach-
ers on campus.  Part of the money has al-
ready been used “to hire additional teach-
ers — to add extra staff-members, for ex-
ample, to the social studies department,”
Cheng said.

According to SSC member and math

School receives $158,120 for improved STAR results

By Stacy Fong

THREE NEW BUNGALOWS, T-14, T-15 and T-16,
located by the student parking lot now replace the
old ones, which are still standing behind the main

building, in preparation for
the construction of the new
science wing.

 The old bungalows will
be removed on Saturday,
Sept. 29, according to assis-
tant principal Gilbert
Archuleta.

“ G r o u n d - b r e a k i n g
should be taking place ei-
ther next month or in No-
vember,” Archuleta said.

“The construction of the new wing will take about two
years.”

 According to Achuleta, the new science wing will con-

tain 12 classrooms and will include three levels: two above
ground, and a basement underground. The basement will
have a ceramics classroom with a glazing room and kiln
rooms.  The first floor will contain two computer class-
rooms, two offices, three general classrooms and one jour-
nalism room with a computer lab and an office. The sec-
ond floor will have four science classrooms with offices
and one general classroom.

 After the construction of the new science wing, 12 exist-
ing temporary classrooms, which are over twenty years old,
will be scheduled for demolishing, according to Archuleta.

According to Cheng, the school board has been talking
about building a new science wing for almost two decades.
“To fund this project, the school received $7 million from
the 1997 Prop A Bond Funds and about $10.1 million from
the Leroy Green Funds.” Archuleta said.

Achuleta also added that accountants are working to
present the project budget to the school board. “When the
school board can be completely assured that funding is
available, they will pass this contract,” he said.

Construction displaces bungalows

department head Tom Chambers, the SSC
will meet to vote on how to use the STAR
test money after the site council’s elections
take place.

Students felt that the school should use
the award money to improve campus
maintenance.

“I want the lights on the third floor to
be fixed because they’re so dim,” sopho-
more Henry Ngai said. “The school should
also be repainted.”

According to assistant principal Gil-
bert Archuleta, the state currently deter-

mines schools’ rankings — and subse-
quently any award money a school may
receive — based solely on the STAR test.

In the future, the state will include other
exams such as the Golden State Exams, Ad-
vanced Placement exams, English language
proficiency exams  and exit exams to calcu-
late the rankings, Archuleta said.

The school still has approximately
$90,000 left over from the 2000 STAR
testing rewards to spend, according to
Cheng. The SSC will meet to plan how to
distribute that money.

From SHOCK on Page 1

missing and killed in the attacks.
Though Wang and other LSA officers were in

favor of a postponement, others believed that the
spirit rally would relieve students from the stress
of the incident. “The bottom line is that we need
to get away from listening to what’s in the news
and bringing us down,” junior class president
Christina Kelleher said. “We need something to
get our minds off of the tragedy.”

In order to appease both sides, the LSA offic-
ers voted to keep the rally, but to remove the
traditional class competitions and to encourage
the unification of all four classes, according to
Kelleher. Wold said she hoped the spirit rally
would “establish a sense of community.”

Other students have attempted to establish a
sense of community through vigils and other
services, including last Friday’s impromptu candle-
light vigil.

Senior Deanna Rogers said she and classmates
Michelle Umadhay and Janny Ng bought candles
using about $60 donated by students just hours
before the commemoration at 7 p.m. Although
they bought 124 candles and other students
came with their own, the over 200 attendees
greatly outnumbered available candles.

Ng said the school’s response to the vigil “over-
whelmed” her, especially since she has not heard
from her cousin, who is one of the missing vic-
tims at the World Trade Center.

Students also demonstrated their desire for
unity at a peace rally, which senior Tamar Sberlo
and other students held last Friday.

Sberlo, along with seniors Toto Vu-Duc, Mara
Lutsky and Liz Wilkin, sold hand-painted T-shirts

supporting peace and passed out green ribbons
on the catwalk. According to Sberlo, people have
already contributed more than $600 through do-
nations and the purchase of T-shirts. Sberlo said
she will give the money to the New York Fireman’s
Fund.

The support students showed at the vigil and
the peace rally relieved some of the tension that
mounted after the Sept. 11 school evacuation.

A few hours after the tragedy occurred, prin-
cipal Paul Cheng and other faculty members
cleared the school, following an order by San
Francisco Unified School District superintendent
Arlene Ackerman to close school for the day and
cancel all off-campus activities the following day,
including field trips and off-campus lunch breaks.

“One of the concerns was that at times of
major crises, it’s best for children to be with their
parents,” according to SFUSD public engage-
ments officer Jackie Wright.

Wright added that early reports hinted of an
east-west strategic attack, leaving many fearing that
San Francisco’s landmarks could be targets.

Counselor May Choi said after the student
evacuation, she and the other counselors met
with members of the Wellness Center and Peer
Resource to talk about how to deal with the emo-
tions of the students and faculty. They also
drafted a document suggesting ways in which
teachers would support students during “this
stressful period.”

Students who wish to talk about the attack
can receive help from Peer Resource, the Wellness
Center and their own counselors, according to
Choi, who encourages students to share their
feelings about the attacks with others.

By Winnie Chan

THE ADMINISTRATION IS still awaiting im-
provement guidelines for student academic
achievement.

Principal Paul Cheng said that he believes he
has not received the guidelines because the ad-
ministrative union and the central office have not
yet worked on the ‘01/’02 guidelines.

According to Cheng, part of the annual evalu-
ation procedure will include what measures the
school will take to increase test scores based on
guidelines San Francisco Unified School District su-
perintendent Arlene Ackerman set to help admin-
istrators understand what students need to work
on.

Although the guidelines and methods of im-
proving test scores will change after the meeting
between the administrative union and the central
office, the main objectives or targets themselves
may not change.

Lowell met most of last years’ objectives even
though teachers did not see or know about them
until the beginning of this school year, according
to English department head Jan Hernandez.

However, the school did not meet the objective
to close the achievement gap between African
Americans, Latinos and English Language Learn-
ers and the rest of the student body.

Another goal the school failed to achieve was
an increase in the graduation rates of African
American, Latino and ELL students.

School awaits
SFUSD guidelines

Just a
dream?

Discussions
of building

a new wing
have gone

on for
nearly two

decades.

Students for peace. Sophomore Juliet Linderman helps with peace rally effort on
the catwalk last Friday. This rally was one of many responses to the Sept. 11 attacks.

Class of ’00 alumna passes away in accident

SAM PERRYMAN

By Jonathan Lai and Philana Woo

CLASS OF ’00 GRADUATES will miss a member of their
class.

Only 19 years old when a rafting accident claimed
her life around noon on Sept. 9 at Cache Creek in North-
ern California, Danielle Jue was the perfect role model, ac-
cording to friends and loved ones.

“For her, there’s no comparison,” close friend and Class
of ’00 alumna Audrie Lee said. “She’s the kind of person
you meet once in your life. She lived with no regrets and
was a fun-loving, brilliant and self-confident person. I looked
up to her and wouldn’t be the person I am without her.”

Jue was an active contributor to the school community
during her four years at Lowell, earning the respect and

admiration of peers and faculty alike.
She was a Shield and Scroll member, California Scholar-

ship Federation life member, forensics debater and school
newspaper editor, among other accomplishments.

“I think we all feel that her death was a tragic loss not
only to her family but to the Lowell community,” principal
Paul Cheng said.

Math teacher Lynn Pinocci added: “Besides being really
bright, Danielle had a lot of integrity. She was thoughtful
and really took the time to thank people who had done
things for her.”

Jue was studying mass communications and prelaw at
UC-Los Angeles.

In the words of friends and family, Jue “was a light,”
shining for those whose lives she touched.

COURTESY OF ED2 INTERNATIONAL
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CalendarSEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER

By  Connie Zheng

PROFESSIONAL lumberjacks will cut down
a number of trees to create a road for the
construction vehicles and to provide a space

for the new wing.
They will clear trees outside the courtyard be-

tween the senior drink room and the other vend-
ing machine, according to assistant principal Gil-
bert Archuleta.

Archuleta expects the lumberjacks to begin
some time before the construction of the new wing
starts either in October or November.

The construction will have adverse effects for
students because the noise stemming from the
chopping and construction will disturb studies,

according to Archuleta.  He
also predicts that construction
will prevent students from
traveling to the bungalows on
the road which goes past the
dance studio and advises them
to use the road next to the art
wing instead.

English teacher Jeanne
Gallo was outraged at the de-
cision to chop trees.

“I don’t care how many
trees are cut down,” Gallo said.
“One tree cut down is too
many.”

Archuleta also expressed his reluctance to see-
ing the trees cut down, but he said that cutting
down trees is acceptable as long as the reason is
valid. He reasons that some of the trees are nearing
their life span of 50 years.

“If they’re not cut down, they’re going to fall,”
Archuleta said.

Many neighbors expressed deep concern regard-
ing the noise the construction will make and the
obstruction of the school’s current emergency fire
route, according to Archuleta.  However, he said
the school intends to move the fire route further
south, near the basketball court.

Sept. 21 Spirit Rally: @ Football field, 11:20 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Homecoming: @ Courtyard, 6 - 10 p.m.

Sept. 26 Special Schedule

Senior class meeting: @ Auditorium
8:30 - 9:15 a.m.

Sept. 28 Last day to drop classes

Oct. 2 College Night: 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Oct. 5 End of first six-week grading period

Oct. 8 Columbus Day: No School

Oct. 9 Freshman election rally: on the catwalk
Mods 14 - 15

Oct. 17 Special Schedule

Oct. 22 Blood Drive

cording to the first letter of their last names
every semester.

When a class is full, the computer will en-
roll the student into the second-choice class,
such as a class taught by the same teacher at a
different time or by a different teacher, based
on priorities students assigned to their selec-

tion.
One of the benefits of

this system is that almost
all students will start the
new semester with com-
plete schedules, according
to Bogdanoff. Addition-
ally, the scheduling process
will take half the time tra-
ditional arena scheduling
required.

Though the adminis-
tration touts the new sys-
tem as a convenient alter-
native to pen-and-paper

scheduling, they expect to have some prob-
lems to during its pilot run.  Should any such
problems arise, Choi guarantees that counse-
lors will be ready to offer their guidance.

From SCHEDULE on Page 1

run for office to serve their classmates rather
than to receive “perks” from the administra-
tion.

Shield and Scroll president senior Xi Wang
said she thinks that the members should still
schedule first. “Knowing how hard and how
much work the members do, I think they
should still have this privilege,” Wang said.

Shield and Scroll and student government
officers, along with their organizations’ spon-
sors, will meet to discuss the issue, according
to principal Paul Cheng. “I definitely hope
that we will come to a conclusion,” he said.

Although this issue has not been resolved
one thing is certain: Electronic Arena will defi-
nitely be Lowell’s next method of scheduling
in the spring, according to Bogdanoff.

“We look forward to it,” Choi said. “It is
about time that Lowell students select their
classes electronically.”

 Choi added that Electronic Arena, funded
by a Parent Teacher Student Association grant,
will better prepare students for college, as it
mimics university-style scheduling.

The e-scheduling will be very similar to the

paper self-scheduling that students are famil-
iar with, according to Bogdanoff. Course re-
quests, which students typically fill out in No-
vember, will be filed online in December,
Bogdanoff said.

The computer system, designed by PTSA-
hired computer programmer Eric Moore, will
tally the number of stu-
dents signed up for each
course and aid faculty
members in establishing
a master schedule in
January.

A few days before the
start of the new semester,
students submit class,
teacher and time prefer-
ences online.  Students
must also prioritize their
classes based on the
course that they want to
enroll in most.

The computer will then arrange the stu-
dents’ schedules using the traditional sched-
uling order called Rotating Alpha Priority,
which rotates students’ scheduling order ac-

Students to schedule by computerTrees to be cut
for new wing
construction

Stanford scholarship for three students
From STANFORD on Page 1

Scholarships, awarded to three
students at any given time, will pro-
vide them with
about $5,000 a
year for as long as
they are attending
Stanford, accord-
ing to Abad.

“It would be a
lot nicer if it were
for four people
because we could
then award the
scholarship to one
person a year,”
Abad said.

Abad acknowledges that each
scholarship is a large sum of money.

“Most scholarships are for only
one year; this will last for however
long it takes someone to graduate

from Stanford,” Abad said.
Levin’s donation will be invested

to create a  perpetual fund, and only
the interest
earned will be
used.

For example,
if the invested
$ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0
makes five per-
cent interest
each year, then
$15,000 a year
can be spent on
scholarships. If
the interest in-

creases, then the scholarship
amount will grow.

A committee of the Alumni As-
sociation members will determine
what the scholarship criteria will be.

“At this point, the only criteria is

■ Tree
cutting will
begin in
October or
November
■ Students
must use an
alternate
route to
classes in
bungalows

In brief

W
MAY CHOI,

counselor

“ We look forward
to it. It is about
time that Lowell
students select
their classes
electronically.”

■ Three
students can
receive
$5,000
scholarships
to go to
Stanford for
each year
they attend
■ A
committee of
Alumni
Association
members will
decide
scholarship
criteria

In briefthat the student has to have gone
to Lowell,” Abad said. However,
because many people apply to
Stanford each year, these standards
have to become more rigorous.

“My hope is that bright, intelli-
gent students capable of getting
into Stanford who normally
wouldn’t apply because the heavy
price tag will now do so,” Abad
said.

It could be difficult to have the
students from the graduating Class
of ‘02 use the scholarship money
because there are many details to
work out, but Abad is nonetheless
hopeful.

His first goal is to publicize the
scholarship, so people will apply.
“The biggest priority is that people
know the scholarship exists,” Abad
said.

T
TERRY ABAD,

Alumni Association secretary

“
The biggest
priority is that
people know the
scholarship exists.”

By Ashley Yueh

WHERE WERE YOU that
day? What were you do
ing?

Sept. 11 is a date that all Americans
will remember — a day right up there
with Pearl Harbor and John F.
Kennedy’s assassination.

All the school administrators in the
San Francisco Unified School District
sent the students home. One of the
most depressing parts of that day was
the people celebrating because the
events on the East Coast gave them an

excuse to leave school. The same stu-
dents who were overjoyed at getting
the day off at the expense of the tens
of thousands of lives lost were also
among the people who con-
demned those who rejoiced
in what they felt was
America’s just desserts.

Suspicion and hate have
led to threats and attacks on
Arabs, Muslims and South
Asians. Now hate and dis-
crimination have spread beyond those
targets.  On Sept. 18, an Indian Sikh
and his white friend, who are friends

of my sister, were walking down the
street when they were attacked.  The
Indian man was beaten and his friend
stabbed. The white man lay in the op-

erating room at San Fran-
cisco General Hospital for
five hours while doctors re-
paired his punctured kid-
ney.

For a people who pride
themselves on their diver-
sity and tolerance, the in-

crease of anti-Arab and anti-Muslim
discrimination and violence is a
shameful reaction.

From VANDALS on Page 1

named in the graffiti, but has gained little in-
sight as to who may have committed these
acts.

Cordoba said he does not believe that the
graffiti was necessarily an act of homopho-
bia, but a general insult.

Gay-Straight Alliance sponsor and history

■ Numerous
acts of
graffiti

directed at a
Lowell junior

In brief teacher Barbara Blinick called the act “cow-
ardly” and “ignorant.”

“It saddens me that homophobic name
calling is still considered a way of harassing
students,” she said.

 Dance and PE teacher Wendy Jones said,
“It’s terrible to see vandalism, in any room,
it’s intolerable.”

 School officials search for vandals

Reject violent reactions to New York tragedy
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Serena Chan,
counselor
Fact: Wants to become a
self-defense trainer to
travel safely around the
world (something she en-
joys doing)
Memorable moment:
Receiving a $5,000
scholarship from a
golf club for
writing an es-
say about how
she contrib-
uted to the
community
— Stacy Fong

Kay Petrini,
German
Fact: Despite her last name, she is not
Italian, but full German. Petrini is her
married name.
Memorable high school experience:
Senior class retreat camp at Mercy High
School

— Stacy Fong

Music: “My two favorite songs, ‘Dude Looks
Like a Lady’ and ‘Ragdoll’ make me so
happy.”
Fact: She lived in Dublin for seven months
and threw the discus in high school
Memorable high school experience:
“When I threw the discus we didn’t really
have a coach. I would just hang with my
friends and lounge around in the hot sun and
sun bathe sometimes.” 

— Helen Fong

Stephanie Brown,
social studies
Album: Blood on the Tracks (Bob
Dylan)
Quote: “Fail to honor people, and
they fail to honor you.” — Lao tzu
Special skill: Yoga practitioner

— Julyanne Liang

Fact: “I never imagined I’d be teaching Chinese for
beginners because I wanted to be an English
teacher (in China), but I ended up being a Chinese
teacher in the U.S.”
Memorable high school experience: When I
passed the exam to college because in my time,
only one in eight would pass. I scored the highest
in my school (in Beijing).”

— Helen Fong

S.F. connection: Went to Presentation High
School
Album: Whatever opera she is currently
studying
Facts: Lived in Florence, Italy for three years;
hosted 20 international students, with whom
she still keeps in touch, through an exchange
program

— Mia James

Fact: “I’m an insomniac!”
Quote: “Revolutionaries are motivated
by love.” — Che Guevara
Best advice received: “A man is the
icing, certainly not the cake.”
— Slavicek’s mom

Memorable high school ex-
perience: Staging an over-
night sit-in in the office to pro-
test the firing of a beloved
teacher.”

— Julyanne Liang

Fact: She and her significant other like to
take long trips on his motorcycle.
Memorable high school experience:
Decorating the gym for a dance while the
school orchestra played music for them
Goal: Wants to organize a group of kids
from school and take them down to Mexico
to explore the ancient Mayan tombs

— Stacy Fong
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Melinda
Glassy,
social
studies

Ana
Slavicek,
social
studies

Xiao Lin
Chang,
Chinese

Judy Branzburg, Italian

Linda
Guitron,
librarian

Bryan
Ritter,
English

Francisco Rosales,
mathematics
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Album: Buena Vista Social Club
Fact: “I’m a high school teacher, but I
was a lousy student.”
Memorable moment: “When I
finally graduated from high
school.”

— Helen Fong
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Quote: “Ubi solitudenum faciut pacem
appalant” (You build a desert and call
it peace) — Cicero
Album: Krush (Deejay Krush)
Experience: Taught at a juvenile de-
tention center in Washington
Fact: Used to work in radio

— Mia James


