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School to implement e-scheduling

By May Tran Junior Jeannette Hom, whose registry ~ cation that future technical snafus aresure 1 brief
HE ELECTRONIC self-sched- participated in the pilot run, said that she  to come. _
= uling system that the admin- experienced technical difficulties. Specifi- “If the new electronic system has as ™ A ‘!'St“Ct
a istration and the counseling de-  cally, she was unable to access the sched- many flaws as the current (district) sys- decision to
BFY  partment have touted as a way to preserve  uling Web site with the internet service  tem used for printing out students’ grades, stop fu"d'"S_J
[Tl the school’s self-scheduling tradition and ~ provider America Online. it will be very confusing for both teachers self-scheduling
E to eliminate its loopholes will debut for In addition, Hom added that the site  and students,” math teacher Dennis Ross ~ SYStem has
gl student use in spring ‘02. was not as user-friendly as she had ex-  said. prompted the
The school’s seven counselors tested pected. Despite these naysayers’ comments, change
(Y the electronic system — which became “Academic electives are notlistedasan  proponents of the electronic system main- ™ S€ven
necessary after a recent district decision elective choice,” Hom added. “You have  tain that online scheduling has more ben- :egtlsgltel-f
este e

to stop funding the school’s 32-year-old
arena scheduling — by enlisting the help
of seven registries, who scheduled mock
course requests online last month.

to write your choices down in your com-
ments to your counselor.”

Some cite the district’s less-than-stel-
lar technological track record as an indi-

efits than drawbacks.
Counselor Jeffrey David said that se-
lecting courses online will prevent some

See ONLINE on Page 6
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THOATER

By Justina Louie

PIROUETTE HERE, a chanée
there, white smoke everywhere.
Advanced dancers dressed in

silky white outfits pranced onto the stage
of the Carol Channing Theater to kick off

Global Groove, the spring dance con-

prices suffer
inflation woes

B Low participation in senior
events also contributes to
class debt, high prices

By Feather Moy-Welsh and Keane Ng

T HE SENIOR CLASS finances are in dire
straights because of the high cost of events
and unenthusiastic student turnout for se-
nior activities, class officials say.

The rising prices for renting event spaces in the
city have forced the senior class to borrow money
from the Student Body Council to put down depos-
its for activities, thus putting the class in debt and
raising ticket prices, according to senior class trea-

cert, on May 11, 23 and 24.

The concert included 21 numbers that
dancers from the beginning and advanced
classes performed, and one extra piece that
dance club members performed.

After the first piece, which dance teacher Wenc
Jones choreographed to the song “All or Nothing
from the movie Save the Last Dance, the beginni

surer Ray Hsu.

“This year’s senior boat dance cost three times as
much as last year,” Hsu said.

In addition, the costs for renting buses for the
senior picnic are up because gas prices are higher,
senior class sponsor Katherine Melvin said. This,
along with the high number of senior events the class
sponsored, created the current financial situation.

Lowell High School

dancers emerged onto the stage in bandit outfits
and grooved to the rhythmic beats of their sec-
ond piece, entitled “You Can Do It.” As the front
dancers danced to the hip-hop beats, the danc-
ers in the back struck different poses.

Right before the intermission, performers
donned brightly colored vests, capri pants and torn

See DANCE on Page

Some feel that waning senior spirit is another fac-
tor that resulted in the debt.

“I feel like in a lot of the events seniors are buy-
ing less and doing less, and we couldn’t raise much
money, senior class sponsor Monty Worth said.

Hsu also added that the district’s failure to estab-
lish a definitive schedule was also partially to blame.
Because of confusion over the schedule, the senior
class made last-minute reservations for event space,

See MONEY on Page 6
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Three new

By Winnie Chan

behind the tennis
courts.

bungalows sit ESPITE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS
plaguing the San Francisco Uni-

fied School District, construc-
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tion of the new sci-
ence wing will begin
this August, after a
professional packing
company removes

three bungalows behind the main
building.

After workers from the packing
company Corovan remove T14, T15
and T16, contractors will begin bidding
on the construction work. The bid
packages are due on July 10, and the
district will award the package on July
12, according to project manager David

Bogdanoff. The contractor who bids
the lowest and is capable of doing the
work will get the job.

“The contractor must also be able
to have bonding ... which is an insur-
ance policy to the district saying they
will finish all the work,” Bogdanoff said.

The Board of Education will have the

See NEW WING on Page 6
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Unanimous UC vote repeals ban

Although University of California regents rescinded
their ban on affirmative action on May 16, the insti-
tution still falls under the restrictions of Proposition
209, and the symbolic repeal will not bring any
changes to the current UC admissions process.

After long negotiations on May 16, UC regents
voted unanimously, 22-0, to rescind the policies
against preferences in admission and hiring. However,
regent Trey Davis emphasized the fact that the repeal
is a gesture, and that Prop. 209, approved in 1996,
still legally restricts the UC from returning to affirma-
tive action.

Members of the faculty generally feel that the
regent’s action will not impact high school students
significantly.

" At this point, the repeal of the ban doesn't affect
Lowell students,” counselor Jeffrey David said. “With
Prop. 209 still standing, what the regents have done
is a positive gesture, but it doesn't look as if any
changes to its admission process will take effect until
Prop. 209 is repealed.”

Social studies teacher Adam Michels added that
although the repeal will not bring practical results, it
is still an important step taken by the university.

According to Davis, the UC faculties are still review-
ing possible revisions in the UC admission process.

Students exhibited different opinions about the
decision.

"I don't believe affirmative action should be used
in the admission processes of the colleges,” junior
George Chang said. “The schools should at least have
the privilege to decide for themselves whether to
concentrate on diversity or talent. Affirmative action
puts restrictions on the school’s admission decisions.”

Junior Nancy Quan disagreed: “l would like to see
affirmative action used in more schools, not just in
the UC. Affirmative action increases diversity and gives
us a chance to meet people from different back-
grounds, who would've otherwise been denied by the
schools.”

— Richard Li

Drama Night’s Tartuffe a sucess

Two separate casts of Advanced Drama students
performed Tartuffe, a comedy by Moliére, on May 25
and May 26 at the Carrol Channing Auditorium.

The production “went well,” drama teacher and
Tartuffe director Teresa Bookwalter said. “Each night
was different.”

According to Bookwalter, students enjoyed work-
ing on A Midsummer Night's Dream, their fall pro-
duction, and asked to do a spring play.

Drama students say they were satisfied with their
performance.

“I'think it went well,” said sophomore Matt Hooker-
Agvanian, who played Damis in the Saturday cast.

Senior Deniz Efendioglu, who played Tartuffe in the
Saturday cast, agreed. “It went better than the re-
hearsals,” he said.

The production served as a final for the two casts
that performed the play. Advanced Drama students
who were not part of theTartuffe cast performed the
comedy “lIsabella My Love” on May 31 for their final
grade.

— Andrey Kozbar

For complete versions of news stories,

visit on the Web at www.thelowell.org

Juniors begin work on restrooms

VER THE SUMMER, a group of
O students will be taking steps to
remodel two campus bathrooms.

Class of ’02 officers and assistant prin-
cipal John Mahoney will be asking for
summer volunteers to help remodel the
bathrooms across from rooms 133 and 255
and to install mirrors and automatic in-
frared flushers. They may also brighten
the bathroom ceiling by painting it white.
The officers began the task in order to en-
courage students to respect school bath-
rooms.

Campus plumbing supervisor Paul
Walsh approved of the junior class and
Mahoneys’ decision to install infra-red
flush-o-meters.

The junior class officers and Mahoney
have already completed some tasks, in-
cluding scrubbing the boys” bathroom
floors with cleansers and “elbow grease,”
according to Mahoney, and replacing the
bathroom light fixtures.

Sophomore William Meng said replac-
ing the lights “is a waste of money.”

Freshman Silvia Lew disagreed, saying
dim lights in the bathrooms are extremely
hazardous for students. “(We need bright
lights) so we can see so that we won’t slip

and fall on the puddles of water from the
leaky toilets,” she said.

Chen said he has high hopes for the
project despite detractors’ criticisms.

“I will only listen to (detractors) after
the (entire) project is over,” he said.

The junior class has not begun scrub-
bing the girls’ bathroom floor because of
the SATs.

“The first floor was used for testing,
and we did not want to be a disturbance,”
Chen said. “We will begin scrubbing the
girls’ bathroom when it is available.”

Mahoney said that the juniors may be-
gin renovation of the girls’ bathroom the
following weekend.

Mahoney and the Class of 02 officers
negotiated to get $3,240 from a state block
bond given to the school, which they will
use to refurbish both bathrooms.

Each of the flush-o-meters will cost
$189 dollars, plus tax, and each light fix-
ture will cost six dollars, according to
Mahoney. The total cost is approximately
$2,600, not including the cost of install-
ing the flushers or any other tentative ideas
to improve the bathrooms, including the
replacement of the mirrors.

If Mahoney and the junior class offic-
ers exhaust the $8,240, they can obtain the
additional money from either the PTSA

George W. Bush has lost

ND EVERYTHING was going so

well. First he won the election

without getting a popular major-
ity, and then he got Congress to pass the
largest tax cut since the Reagan years. |
mean, wow!

But then, like a shining beacon in the
chaos of legislative madness, senator
James Jeffords, former Republican from
the great state of Vermont — yes, the
very same that brings us maple
syrup, Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
and, more recently, same-sex
civil unions — left the party,
throwing control of the
Senate to the Democrats.

Please pardon me while |
shed a tear of joy.

It's not like I have any vendetta against
Republicans; | know lots of Republicans
who are great people. It's just all that big-
defense/little social welfare/anti-abor-
tion/homophobic crap that has soured
my love for the party.

But the tides have turned, and no
longer do | have to sit impatiently in front
of the TV waiting for Jessie Helms to fall
ill or Strom Thurmond to fall ... dead.
Thank you, Senator Jeffords.

When the Educational Testing Service
gets nasty

After a section of an AP Art History
exam was lifted from the test room on
May 10, a frantic search for the culprit

has been underway. Let's just say that the
investigation has been less than friendly.

| happened to be one of the “lucky”
74 students who suffered through the
exam (I must have angered the gods),
and it wasn’t exactly a picnic spending
an extra hourin Room 110 while the ad-
ministration panicked.

And the truth of the matter is, it was
an accident waiting to happen. | don’t

know who stole the exam, but in ret-
rospect, it probably wasn't a
problem for whoever did. No
one was guarding the exams,
the caution-tape blockades
were about as well enforced
as the Mexico-U.S. border, and
the ebb and flow through the
test zone of students not taking
the exam was considerable.

The administration is currently hoping
a student will come forward and confess,
or give information leading to the thief's

.. uh ... capture? Then ETS can go on

Judge Judy and sue the student. Whether
Judge Judy chews out the thief or ETS,
it's bound to be good TV.

What we learned this year

Sniff. It's true. This issue of the news-
paper is the last of the year and the last
of my Lowell career. So, before | get
myself all weepy, let's talk Box.

I'm going to make my first-ever Box
apology: | was way too harsh towards
Kermesse in my last column. Kermesse

CHARLIE BECKERMAN

Rub-a-dub-dub, look at those
juniors scrub. Junior Dennis Moy
cleans the floor in the boys’
bathroom near room 255.

or the basic site allotment, an amount of
money given to the principal every year
to run the school.

However, Mahoney does not plan to
spend much more than $3,240.

“I do not plan to run over,” he said. “I
don’t think additional money will be
needed.”

his Senate

is “just a party” like The Lowell is just a
high school newspaper. It may seem
trivial to me, but that's because | don’t
put my heart and sweat into making it
work. To those who are part of Kermesse,
it is a special thing. | apologize to all
whom | offended.

Okay, I'm done being humble.

Whoever wrote the Christmas song
“It's the Most Wonderful Time of the
Year” wasn’t in high school. Anyone
knows that the most wonderful time of
the year is the last week of school. For
one reason or another, the weather is
always superb, a gentle reminder that life
can be a positive experience. Every year,
we remember how nice it is to lie down
on the lawn and just breathe for awhile.

And then there are the scarier mo-
ments, when one finds oneself feeling
sentimental for the crowded hallways
and decrepit classrooms. I'm starting to
grow close to the little mouse that’s in-
vaded the journalism room ... gosh, I'm
gonna miss the little guy.

Let's see... my last paragraph. I'd
leave you with some profound state-
ment, you know, try and make a lasting
impression on you. Chew before you
swallow. Life is like a box of chocolates.
Nothing is impossible.

Yeah, right.

In the end, all eternal truths eventu-
ally end up wrong. How's that for pro-
fundity?

And that's the truth.



