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"Tn the news

HAT BETTER way to kick

off two wonderful weeks of
winter break than to attend the an-
nual Winterfaire? Students will
showcase their talent on the cat-
walk and crowd the courtyard with
food stands selling sumptuous
edibles. Come on down and enjoy
the fun from Mods 8 to 18 today.
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News Pages 1-7
m Student

government members
continue bathroom
renovation project

m Students learn
lessons from AIDS quilt

Sports Pages 11-15

m Boys' basketball
members mourn
coach’s death

m The Lowell
showcases its MVP
picks

® Bonds, Giambi
exodus could leave
adoring fans in the
doldrums

Pages 8-9

m Arts & Ideas picks the best
books, video games, music
and movies of the year

m Students find a
pathway to the
publishing world

® Columnist thinks back on
memories of deceased aunt

Opinion Pages 18-19
R

r m Asian history

widely ignored in
high school
curriculum

m Officials are finally acting
to reverse the damage Daly
City and a nearby golf

Holiday cuisine

m Teachers serve up their
favorite recipes — from
lamb shank pilaf to hazelnut p.
cookies to turkey stuffing. e
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causes
confusion

B Maxim of ‘more
points is better’ leaves
students perplexed

By Lauren D. Yee

N AN AGE of increasingly complex
I lives, simplicity can be appreciated.

However, when math teacher Meinhard
Schulz unveiled his new grading policy of
“more points is better,” many of his students
were less than appreciative.

Junior Benjamin Piiru described Schulz’s
minimalistic grading policy as unclear.

According to Piiru, who has since
dropped Schulz’s trigonometry class,
Schulz’s “more points is better” grading
policy does not clarify how many points
translate to which grades.

As a result, when Schulz issued pass-fail
marks for the first trimester, Piiru received
an ‘F, which he attributed to the “subjec-
tive” grading policy.

“I had been getting ‘B’s on the tests, and
I couldn’t understand why I was getting the
grade I was getting,” he said.

According to counselor Harlan Edelman,
parents and students have expressed “great
concern about the lack of clarity” in the

See POLICY on Page 6

ELI KORAL

Putting on a show. With 50-odd spectators cheering them on, juniors Madeleine Kornfield and
Carrie Jung mud wrestle on a sunny Dec. 7 afternoon in front of the science wing. Campus security
broke up the event after Mod 20.

SBC: Fall semester should begin two weeks earlier

By Jennifer Y. Wong

mately the district.
Assistant principal Olivia Brown said she

ter finals before Winter Break and spring fi-
nals around Advanced Placement test times,

Dennis Moy,
Student Body
Council treasurer

may start two weeks earlier to allow

more time for teachers to prepare stu-
dents for the SATs and Advanced Placement
tests.

According to Student Body Council trea-
surer senior Dennis Moy, if the San Francisco
Unified School District approves the SBC-
drafted proposal, all schools in the district will
start school the second week of August and
end the last week of May.

By pushing the first day of school earlier,
the SBC hopes to allow teachers to adminis-

S TARTING NEXT FALL, the school year

so students can study for the AP tests and fi-
nals simultaneously, according to Moy.

“Pushing finals before Winter Break allows
students to have a stressless winter vacation
and teachers to have an extended period to
correct these exams,” Moy said. “Also, having
finals in early May allows the AP teachers to
optimize their AP review with beneficial
preparation for these tests.”

After the SBC drafts the proposal, its
members will seek approval from students,
United Educators of San Francisco, the Par-
ent Teacher Student Association and ulti-

feels the proposal is a good idea.

“If it gets passed, ideally the district will
be coordinated, but this may be difficult be-
cause of all the people involved,” Brown said.
“But it would be a good idea for students to
rest during winter break and the same for
spring. They would also have a chance to land
a summer job before anyone else.”

Sophomore Susan Fang also believes that
the proposal is helpful for students and teach-
ers.

“The proposal allows more time for AP

See SCHEDULE on Page 6

Breathalyzer test catches no drunk teens

Cheers? A guide to the alcohol test you passed

1. Alcohol-laden breath comes in contact with a po-
rous acid electrolyte material sandwiched between two
platinum electrodes.

2. A chemical reaction occurs, producing a stream of
electrons, which flow through a wire from the electrode
to a current meter.

3. The greater the current, the higher the blood-alco-
hol concentration.

GRAPHICS BY JAMES LEE

By Megan Shum

UTHORITIES RANDOMLY administered
Abreathalyzer tests at Winter Ball on Dec. 15
in an effort to curb drinking at school dances.

Dean Janet Tse and school nurse Maryann Rainey
administered the test randomly to one out of every
12 students at the entrance of the dance, according to
Student Body Council events coordinator junior
Whitnie Low.

According to Tse, dance attendees with an alcohol
blood level over 0.08 percent would have been im-
mediately sent home accompanied by their parents.

Tse, who personally administered the test, said she
was pleased that no one tested positive at the dance.

Rainey, who chaperoned the dance, said that us-
ing breathalyzers prevents students from going to the
dance drunk. The school administration and SBC “are
getting the message out that the use of alcohol and
illegal drugs is strictly forbidden (at dances),” she said.

Rainey explained that assuring safety at dances is
a difficult task. “Checking everybody would be time-
consuming and inefficient,” she said. “The test is not
meant to be personal and is for the good of the whole

See BREATHALYZER on Page 2

In brief

® Onein 12
students
breathalyzed
at dance

= None of the
students
tested found
to be drunk



NEWSBRIEFS
Handbook under revision

The OLowell Student HandbookO will become the
OLowell Student/Parent HandbookO within the next year.

Other revisions will include updates of campus rules,
graduation requirements and curriculum, many of which
have changed since administrators last
revised the handbook in 1997.
Changes will include new safety pro-
cedures, including building evacuation
and lockdown procedures.

According to Cheng, administra-
tors will add new courses, such as
earth science and physics honors, to
the handbook. Several language
classes, such as Filipino and Greek,
have been dropped from course list-
ings since 1997, Cheng said.

OStudent handbooks are usually re-
vised every three to four years,0 Cheng said. OWe (the ad-
ministration) want to create an update that is appropriate
for students and relevant to parents.O

Paul Cheng,
principal

— Stacy Fong

Asian students take survey

A survey conducted on approximately 100 Chinese-
American freshmen and sophomores might reveal the im-
pact of growing up Chinese in America.

OChopsticks and Forks: The Experience of Chinese-
American TeenagersO is a research study Dr. Linda Juang
directed and San Francisco State University conducted to
determine how teenagers are developing with two differ-
ent backgrounds: Chinese and American.

The questionnaire asks the students about their family
and how they view themselves, their parents and their cul-
tural beliefs and values.

According to research assistant Violet Cheung, who
conducted the survey, researchers conducted a test run at
a college last spring and are currently interviewing Lincoln
High School students.

— Terence Thang

Breathlyzer tests come up emp

From BREATHALYZER on Page 1

danceO

Math teacher Meinhard Schulz agree
that a breathalyzer test is a good idea, b
he said he is more concerned about st
dents being under the influence of drug

He added that he worries a breathalyz
test would only prove effective on studen
who are drunk, not on those who may b
on drugs.

Junior Bianca Larson agreed. ODue
the breathalyzers, at least 60 percent of
friends are going to avoid the alcohol an
use harder drugs, such as ecstasy and d
instead,O she said.

Junior Lily Kuang said she also felt t
breathalyzer test was ineffective. OThey o
test one out of twelve,O she said. OPeq
who are drunk may not show the symp

toms, and those people can still get inO MEGAN SHUM
Freshman Valerie Liu said she does ntbreath of fresh air. Dean Janet Tse administered a breathalyzer test to senior
mind the school implementing gJeffrey Woo at Winter Ball on Dec. 15 at the Sony Metreon. Tse, along with Nurse

breathalyzer test Oas long as it doesnétlylaa}gann Rainey, tested one out of every 12 students at the dance.

too much time away from the dance.O OThere was more than one participant According to Eric Taelef, head of Sony

SBC initiated the breathalyzer tests iwho was drunk or under the influence ofMetreon security, Winter Ball was the first
response to an incident at the Homecomdrugs,0 she said. Ol had to personally takent that the Metreon held where alcohol
ing Dance in September, according tone of them to the emergency room. Thevas prohibited and breathalyzer tests were
Rainey. staff was worried sick.O administered.

Teachers earn board certification

- chaic computer screens without paper,O she said. OT
By Michelle Shum process was very frustrating.O
AFTER HOURS OF writing and sitting at com- Kwong-Ballard said she decided to apply for Na-

puters, three teachers are proud to receive réional Board Certification because of friendly encour-
ognition for their talent as educators. agement and the financial gain associated with the st:

The National Board for Professional Teaching Status.
dards notified social studies teachers Barbara BlinickOMonetary incentives and basic peer pressure g
and Alice Kwong-Ballard and art teacher Maria Rodee to apply,0 Kwong-Ballard said. Olt is meaningful t
in November that they were National Board Certifieble evaluated by your peers in the nation and for then

Alice Kwong- teachers, according to Blinick. to say that they like what youQre doing.O
Ballard, Blinick said the NBPTS is a new organization with a Blinick said taking an exam and compiling a port-
social studies program to endorse skilled teachers. folio for the application required much time and de-

department head ONational Board Certification is an attempt by tHermination. OBy the end of the process, | had writter

1 teaching profession to try and show that teachers &@pages reflecting on my profession and worked 18
ACtO rS en I |Ven th eater Sce ne both well-trained and skilled as educators,0 Blinick sdidurs,0 Blinick said.

OTis well that students couldst hie their idle minds to
the Carol Channing Theater and see a performance of
Shakespearean plays; for this generous donation from
alumni, much thanks.

Two actors from the Oregon Shakespeare Festival Com-
pany performed two versions of/ulius Caesar during Mods
6-7 and 8-10 on Nov. 25, performing the play in both
modern-day and Shakespearean language.

According to drama teacher Thomas Drain, the actors
also worked with students in afternoon drama classes af-
ter performing in the morning.

Freshman Jillian Garcia, who is in drama teacher Teresa
BookwalterOs drama class, said the acting exercises were
helpful. OShakespeare is hard to understand for some of
us, and the actors make it more comprehensible and easy
to understand with emotions,O she said.

According to Drain, who coordinated this yearOs pre-
sentation, the Abad family, graduates and members of the
Lowell Alumni Association funded the performance.

— Megan Shum

FOR THE COMPLETE VERSIONS OF STORIES, PLEASE VISIT

www.thelowell.org

Kwong-Ballard described the required extensive es-According to Blinick, teachers must compile a six-
say examination process as grueling. part classroom portfolio and pass a six-hour essay exa
OWe (the teachers) had to do essays on ratheriratheir areas of specialty in order to become certified

Where, oh where, has the money gol

event and the popular opinion of the up4oor turnout N it was a loss for the class.

By Ashley Yueh coming prom is that it will be the pits.  Then came junior prom. Once again, the
HICH ONE of you is lying According to a senior prom committeeClass of 002 booked a second-rate locatic

W about chopping down the member, members of the prom committo save money. Profit continued to elude
Class of ©02 money treetee didnOt choose the Regency for the prithe class treasury.

Dammit, this wouldn®t be location or for aesthetics but be- ItOs fine that we donOt have a senior bo
happening to Georgs cause it was dirt cheap. | donOt udance. But canOt we at least have a senic
Washington. derstand why we canOt have proamly event to replace it? No, we had to settle
How many seniors re somewhere like the Westin Stfor a OspecialO schoolwide Halloweer
call those class meetin Francis Hotel. If Washington candance. Please. The Halloween dance ha
where one of the high AX E have its Winterball there for onlybeen a financial wasteland, yet the senior:
lights of the whole snore Q $35 per ticket, why is it impossibleexpect it to measure up to a boat dance.
fest was hearing that tt < for our senior class to book some- We have all seen the consequences ¢

~ b
Class of 002 was the ric., thing comparable? being too frugal with big events. But the

est class ever? | feel pretty cheated out of The senior class managed to dig itsedeniors havenOt learned their lesson. Whet
all the fun promised to me since freshmarnto a hole and is now strapped for cash. ltas all the money that should have been
year. The senior boat dance was canceleall began with Junior Escape. People didriéi into senior prom disappeared to? Seem:
senior ice-skating night got double-bookedike the 7th-Note Club, rumors of like it should have been spent on second
with BurtonOs senior-junior ice-skatingcrappiness spread, and N thanks to théhoughts.



