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Say Francisc{l

The Gold That CB

(A Tale 8

At the western base of Mt, Diald
Contra Costa county, lies the San R
Valley. ‘This valley which slopes n :
ward toward Suisun Bay is long anc‘
row, being shut off on the east by
ridge of mountains of which Mt.
is the highest, and or the west 8
Jower branch of the Coast Range.
throughout undulating_ and hilly 4
try with a soil remarkable rather &%
adaptability than for its fertility, il
ing almost anything fairly wellf§
nothing more thar ordinarily so. § :
entirely agricultural, possessing Lt
no mineral wealth capable of deji

ment. ' E
For this reason this part of \..{11! N
did ot come into prominence untjy
in the fifties, when the tide of indi
began to-turn from the mineral {8
agricultural resources of the state.,
then it at first failed to attract -]'_.'
settlers, as men who have spenti
youth in scarching for. gold, naf g
prefer a life nwhere hardshxp still i
out some chance of becoming rich g&
where sufficiency gives promise JgS
self and nothing more. “However i
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The Gold That Comes From El Doradci

( A Tale of Mount Diablo.)

At the western base of Mt. Diablo in
Contra Costa county, lies the San Ramon
Valley. ‘This valley which slopes north-
ward toward Suisun Bay is long and nar-
row, being shut off on the east by the
ridge of mountains of which Mt. Diablo
is the highest, and on the west by a
lower branch of the Coast Range. Ltis
throughout undulating ana hilly coun-
try with a soil remarkable rather for its
adaptability than for its fertility, produc-
ing almost aunything fairly well, and
nothing more than ordinarily so. 1Itis
entirely agricuitural, possessing little, or
no mineral wealth capable of Jdevelop-
ment.

For this reason this part of California
did not come into prominence until late
in the fifties, when the tide of industry
began to turn {rom the mineral to the
agricultural resources of the state. Even
then it at first ioiled to attract many
settlers, as men who have spent their
youth in searching for gold, naturally
prefer a Jife where hardship still holds
out some chance of becoming rich. toone
where sufficiency gives promise of her-
self and ncthing more. However by the

vear 1860 quite a2 number of settlers had
found their way into the Sar Ramon
Valley. _

Of tbe chiaracters of these esitlers a
little must be said, ‘The majority of
them, in fact 2 very large majority of
them, were either Spanish or Portugnese
or a mixture of both. Oblaiuing large
tracts of land from the Government, they

built their homes, planted trees, set out .-

orchards and vineyards, and.raised stock
and grain. Ta this way the moest iaduse
trious and enterprising became fairly
wealtlty and in those days of weak com-
petition, it was possible for almost all of

them to gain a cowpetence even witha ~*

Portuguese amouunt of indusiry or a2 Span-
tsh amount of laziness, But later omn,
okl miners who, having had encugh of
the heart-rending disaprointments and
uncertainties of the mines, were willing
to settle down to the more secur=, though
iess promising reward of agriculture,
came to this region and likewise set up
their homes and cheir ranches. These
formed a nucleus for the white popula-
tion which later entered and gained con-
trol of the valley, but at the time our
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story begins, this was just beginning to
appear, althongh in the following decade
it made rapid strides,

In the vear 1862 or thereahouts, one

of these disappointed Il Dorado seekers’

came iuto the valley and * squattd’” on
a piece of land  Iu many ways this man
resembled the type we have just alluded
to. but in others he would have alto-
gether failed to qualify as belonging to
it. He was an old man it is true, and
moreover many strange tales went
around among the Spanish-Portuguese
community about his connection with
the mines, It was even rumored that
he brought with bim countless wealth
which for reasons unknown to any save
himself, he concealed. He buried it,
they said in their simplicity. All this
may have been idle talk, mere specula-
tion on the part of the gossips, but never-
the tess it pleased the popular mind and
gained a wide credence among the ignor-
ant and superstitious. As for the rest,
. this man came alone, built a cabin and
fenced ofl a few acres on the very slupe
of the mountain and there remained by
himself, living more by hunting than by
the little he made from other sources.
He was of 2 gigantic build and tall but
thin, and alsc it «wvas remarked when he
came down to get provisions, which con-
sisted for the most part of powder and
shot, that his cheeks were sunken and
his skin of a pailid hue which was at
times startlingly noticeable.

Veiy naturally such a man as the one
we hiave just deseribed could hardly be
expected to hecome very popular with
his neigbbors, especially when the neigh-
bors were such as we have described
themi 1o be  And in the country not
to be popular with one's neighbors, is
synouyinous te being heartily disliked
by them. Jean Bouvard. for such was

the name he weat by. was accordingly
disliked and suspected throughout the
_ region.

THE

However there might have existeds
around this man something of a natureiy
to lessen the degree of uniriendly feeling’
which his unsociability arnd peculiarity
caused. ‘The mystery that surrounded
him and the solitude of the life he ledy
combined in a way to satisfy the element
of superstition iu the Spaniards and Po
tuguese who lived about him. They;
recalled tlie stories they had heard {ro
their grandparents, of hermits and re
cluses in their own country. Howeve
when Jean Bouvard heard of these things,
he laughed, and one day came down into
the town and regaled himself at the prin.
cipal saloon, to the amazement of the
inhabitants. ‘The gossips were puzzled
more than ever and consequently their_
ire increased. .

When affairs had continued thus for
some five or six vears, changes began to;
take place that in the end were bound to
disturb the solitary life which this
sttange “man of the mountain. as he
came to be called, had settled upon, and
which it was cvidently his chief desire to
maintain. In the rapidly rising tide of
immigration. the whole country begaa to
fill up and it behooved every man wio
wished to retain his hold upon the land
he claimed, to make sure of his titles and
grants Many quarrels arose as to ths
ownership of certain lands, and often
these were only ended after blood had
been spilt. Finally a settler who came
with his family, his cattle and his houses
hold goods. selected a spot at the very:
base of the mountain where the land, -
although tos irrexular and hilly for cul-
nvation, formed excellent pasturags.
Here he built his home, his fences and 3
his sheds, and set out his farm after the -
manner of the other Portuguese and, be-

ing au industrious man he prospered
Likewise beisg an avaricious man he
managed by dint of depriving his family -
of all save the bare necessities of life, t0 3
hoard_. up a considerable, though by no 33

means large amount of money which§
from satisfying him merely strengthegl
his love of wealth, The name of
man.was Farja, - -
1t happened that the place choscufl§
this new comer was situated but a s

quarter of a mile from the hut occur
by Jean Bouvard. ‘The latter, as §
been said, owned but little land, havg
indeed small need for what he had. B¢
his own use chiefly. he cultivated a
acres, but apparently cared for liitle
besides hunting, However, from §
very Irst the farmer looked upong
solitary hunter as a dangerous neighlj
and from the first showed an open §
tility toward him. If a2 head of c@l
were missing from his herd, i a chidl
disappeared he suspected Jean Bou
and vowed that he would take the
opportunity to rid himself of him. 4
last itis chance came. In the rapid |8
ing up of the countri it kad become E§
essary in order to prevent the total 38
tinction of the gawne, to pass the o
stringent game laws. ‘These laws
especially strict in regerd to the ki
of deer, “which at one- time visite
large numbers the ravines and

that lie along the slopes of Mt Diffd
Thanks to those very laws they can§
be found in their old haunts, althd
in smaller numbers. In "this I
thought he saw his chance. He 38
knew that his neighbor unheedill
violated tbis law.=: Accordingly®
planned a sngre for him that was
easily carried into exeécition witi
assistance of an officer of the law. |
Bouvard was caught in the act of kil
a doe, for which the penalty wes by
the most severe, was arrested and brgly
to trial. Owing to his" unpopulhe
which we have already ncted, andfi
further to the fact that he. was aigy
offender, which fact he unreserj
acknowledged; he was fined by}l
magistrate the sum of one thousandyl
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means large amount of monsy whick far
from satisfying him merely strengthened
his love of wealth. The name of this
man was Faria.

It happened that the place chosen by
this new comer was situated but a scant
quarter of a inile from the hut occupied
by Jean Bouvard. ‘The latter, as has
Dbeen said, owned but little tand, kaving
indeed small nezd for what he had., For
his own use chiefly, he cultivated a few
acres, hut apparently cared for little else
hesides hunting. However, from the
very frst the farmer looked upon the
solitary hunter as a dangerous neighbor,
and from the first showed an open hos-
tility toward him. If a head of cattle
were missing from his herd, if a chicken
disappeared Iie suspected Jean Bouvard
and vowed that e would take the first
opportunity to rid himself of him. At
last his chance came. In the rapid fill-
ing up of the country it had become nec-
essary in order tc prevent the total ex-
tinction of the game, to pass the most
stringent game laws. These laws were
especially strict in regard to the killing
of deer, which at ome tirie visited in
large numbers the ravines and cafions
that lie along the slopes of Mt. Diablo.
Thanks to idose very laws they can still
be found in their old haunts, although
in smaller numbers, In this Faria
thought he saw his chance. He well
knew that his neighbor unheedingly
violated this law. Accordingly he
planned a snare for him that was very
easily carried into execution with the
assistance of an efficer of the law, Jean
Bouvard was caught in the act of killing
a <loe, for which the penalty was by far
the most severe, was arrested and brought
ta trial.  Owing lo his unpopularity
which we have aiready noted, and still
further to the fact that he was an old
offender, which fact he unreservedly
acknowledged ; he was fined by the
magistrate the sum of one thousand dol-
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lars with the alternative of two years
imprisonment.

This, of course, was exactly what
Faria desired. Hgz knew that his neigh-
bor zad no legal title to his land, and
during the two long vears of his impris-
onment {he never dreamecd of the pay-
ment of the fine), he planned to hirte a
man to “squat” upon that land and
thereby rid himself of his disagreeable
neighbor for good. 8o far, then, every-
thing had turned out favorably, and il
might have tuined out just as e had
arranged it should, had not at the last
moment the unexpected happened ; Jean
Bouvard paid the fine.

Thunderstruck as Farias was at this
unexpected display of wealth o the part
of his enemy, he at once set about think-
ing, “How hod this solitary dweller of
the mmountain been able 10 raise the re-
quired amount?”’ A thousand dollars !
And as everybody knew this man had
not stirred foot beyond the limits “of the
valley these ten years, Ope thousand
dollars | there was but one auswer to it.
It was the gold, the gold they bad
told him ubout, the gold he had laughed .
at; all that must be true, Allthe man's
miserly instinets were aroused and trom
that moment he thought of nothing else
but to get possession of that gold,

Jean Bouvars, on his release, kad ve..
turned at once to his cabin, It bad been
noted at his trial that the pallor of his
face was more marked than eve. before,
and that this had increased pecceptibly
in the short time that lie had remained
in the valley. It was attributed how-
ever to the excitement and nervous strein
of the trial. But now the days went by
and he did not appear out of doors.

Faria, who now kept a <lose watch
upon the cabin, wondered greatly at this.
After the third day he begau to think
something wrong. Fear seized him lest
the man should be sick and die, and
thereby his own hopes and plans he







