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THE LOWELL

THE STUDENT finds his clothes here.. Our
styles are right and he knows it—

(S THE HASTINGS"
MONTGOMERY AND SUTTER STS. t S. F.

PHONE GEARY I?1

S.E.ELLIS
2W6 FILLMORE STREET

Hardware, Paints, Oils,Varnishes,
Enamels, Mixed Paints, Brushes

GLASS
All kinds of Kitchen Ware, Crockery, Agate,

Glass and Enamel Ware, Lampf,
Klower Pot°, Gas Moves

BLUM'S

VYachliotti's Bazaar

SCHOOL BOOKS
FINE STATIONERY AND

TOYS
All the latest Magrazinec and Periodicals

nlwnys on hand.

1206 POLK ST. SAN FRANCISCO
NEAR SUTTER

SWEETS
I CORNER

f. POLK AND SUTTER STREETS
c

SAX FRAXCISCO

We Sell
BOOKS

ibrary

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
tVhcn you want n hook of ANY KIND send to

us. Our new complete
Catalogues sent gratis on application-

THE WHITAKER & RAY CO.
Publishers and Booksellers

711 MISSION ST., SAX FRANCISCO

Drink

WIELANDS
lit;' Extra Pale
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YOU can always do BEST with US in

Sweaters, Baseball,
Football, Track and Athletic Suits

ATHLET.C SHOES FOR ALL SHORTS

Special Discount to Lowell High Sttxdents

MILLS
LAGUNA &. GROVE STS.

2 2 P O S T ST . , BELOW KEARNV

The Master Grocer tt

Goldberg, Bowen& Co.
OF CALIFORNIA

A matter of health
GROCERIES

5. F. Stores : Telephones :
432 Pine Street Private Exchange One
232 Sutler Street Private Exchange 100
2829 California. Street West SOI
S40t Haight Street "Park 4S6

OMand. /3tha,ndCUySts. Main One
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II was in the spring of the year of 145b
when Francois Villon began to devote
less time to his usual occupations of

verse-making and pocket-picking in order
to make love to^ .Catherine do Vei/selles,
Bur. although Cartherine was heiress to a
considerable fortune and would have been
greatly shocked had she known anything
about her lover's peccadillos, yet •VKs'tcr
Francois could not resist the terr'ii>tation of
turning an honest penny by picking an hon-
est pocket when the opportunity arose.

One pleasant April morning .when Villon
and the reverend father, Dom Nicolas,
stepped from Villon's lodgings, after an all
night carouse, and/Saw a respectable-look-
ing gentleman strolling up the street, they
determined to follow and rob him. So
prosperous was the old gentleman's appear-
ance, and so careless his demeanor, that hit
pocket-book was sure to be well lined, and
(for such experts as Villon and Nicolas)
eiisy to get. But for all his gray hairs, the
old gentleman strode along with such sur-
prising agility that Villon, whose naturally
weak constitution had been ruined by excess-
es* and the lumbering Dom Nicolas, had
much difficulty in keeping up with him.

A*: length the old gentleman's course leu
them past Catherine's house; here Villon
stopped.

"A curse upon him!'' cried the poet,
leaning against the garden wall; "he must
have an evil conscience that makes him
walk so fast." - -

The priest chuckled. "I can give you
something better to curse," said he. "See
the handsome young man yonder, sitting be-
side your fair Catherine."

Villon peeped over the wall. "No{* lc
Joly!" he cried. ."lie has heen .wiili hci
too often of late—it won't/ do—he fills her
head with nonsense about me."

"Nonsense?" put in Nick, with a wink,
"ut•merely the truth?"

"You know too much, Nick," said Vil-
lon, with an oath, "but you shall be pun-
ished for your guilty knowledge. Go in
there now—you know Catherine—and keep
them from slandering me, while I pursue
our gentleman with the pocket-book."

The priest made a grimace. "I'll give
you half/1 Villon added hastily; "only
hurry;" and poet and priest started off on
their respective errands.

The worthy Dom Nicolas turned up the
garden path, composing his heated coun-
tenance and smoothing bis ruffled dress as
he went. Catherine, who, with her love^
was sitting under the trees, caught sight
of him as he advanced.

"My uncle is out. Dom Nicolas." she
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exclaimed, "buc 1 hope you will stay with
us for a little."

"I will rest myself, by your leave, my
daughter," said the .vorthy father, sitting
down.

"Pray do." returned Catherine, who
knew Nicolas, but still did not know all
the sides of his intricate character. ''But
how warm you are. father, and how
breathless! Surely you have been walking
too fast?"

Dom Nicolas spread out bis hands in a
deprecatory pasture. "Much fasting," said
he, "and many midnight vigils tell upon a
man of my asre."

"Indeed they must!" cried the sympathe-
tic Catherine. "Can I not get you some
wine?"

"A mouthful—yes." said the priest, and
/ his eyes sparkled.
I Catherine hurried off to get the wine,

/, leaving Le Joly and Nicolas alone. £o the
\ latter made use of this opportunity to take

^leisurely survey of Villon's rival. He
IbWked him over thoroughly, from the top
of his red hea:l to the soles of his large
boots, and hh mental decision was: "A
clown; but an honest one."

- Meanwhile Le Joly was returning the
priest's interested <ra/.e. "Clever," was hi*
conclusion, "hut not as honest a> he might

Presently Catherine returned with the
wine.

"BX G°d's ?racep sa]'d Nicola;, sipping
it, "your uncle has a very superior vintage!"
and he smacked his lips above the glass.

"^ es,'* he continued, setting down his
plass. and harking back to his former sub-
ject, ''a priest's life-is a hard one."

"Prr'\ father." ?nid Catherine, "what
part cf the life do you find hardest?"

"The cunfessionalr returned the priest
. solemnly. "It is very hard, m y daughter,

to know that men and women, whom we
respect and love, have sinned sadly."
' "We are all miserable "sinners," added

Catherine, wiping away a tear.
Le Joly gave an audible sneer.
"So, sir!" cried his charmer, turning

upon him, "you sneer? You are above sin-
ning. You. I presume, are perfect/' and,
receiving no answer, she turned again to
the priest.

"Why," continued he, tickled with his
success, "the very first penitent I had was
a friend—a very dear friend-—and he con-
fessed, my daughter, that he had actually
picked a man's pocket. That thief—that
petty thief—had been my most trusted
friend—think of it!" and he managed to
squeeze out a couple of tears.

"And, father," cried Catherine, xcry
much moved, "have 3011 since won him,
back to the paths of virtue and righteous-
ness?"

"No," replied Nick, reflectively, "I fear
that despite all my efforts, he still persists
in his evil ways." • ="

A step was heard upon the gravel; it'was
Villon.

"What!" cried he, advancing briskly,^
with a low bow to Catherine, and a hod
U> Lc July, "what, my dear father, are you
here?" ' .

"Do you know Dom Nicolas?" exclaimed
Catherine, who had never before^seen the
two together. .

"Know him?" repeated Villon. "I knew •
him while he was still ,a student. Why,
my dear, I was actually his first penitent,*". •
was I not, father, eh?" - :/>"*

Catherine fell back in her chair "white1 to
the lips (for I think she had really loved
the man); but Le Joly sprang forward.
"You scoundrel!" he cried, "you miserable
cur! I always knew that you were a thief,
but couldn't prove it, and nijw .your"own-
lips have confessed the crime!" Nick
slunk toward the garden gate, hut Villon
lingered undecidedly.

"Coire," she s:ud, and without another '
look at the thief, took Le Joly's arm and
went into the house.
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PROBABLY the most beautiful of all
insects, with the possible exception
cf the butterflies and moths, and cer-

tainly the most interesting, are the dragon
flics. These insects are very common, espe-
cially in California, where some of the
finest species of the whole group live.

Dragon flies are, contrary to the corn-
man belief, harmless and arc even beneficial
to mankind. For in the nymphal state
(that part of the creatures' lives which is
spent in the water) they kill and eat great
numbers of the larva of mosquitoes and
flics; while as adults, they pursue the same
prey in the air.

These insects are the subjects for a great
number of curious superstitions which gen-
erally arise among people who are ignorant
of their habits. Some of the names given
to the creatures show this, as the names
"snake-feeders'' and "snake doctors." These
names were given them because dragon
Hies haunt spots also frequented by warer-
snnkes. They are called "mulc-stintrcrs"
as the result of a common belief that the
insects sting horses and mules and thus
render them useless. From equally ground-
less and foolish beliefs come the names
"devil's darning needles" and "ear-sowers.'1'

The adult dragon flies are undoubtedly
the swiftest fliers among insects and are
surely the most skillful in the use of their
wings, being able to fly in almost any
direction with lightning-like rapidity.

A dragon fly has four large mem-
braneous wings of which the second pair is
usually the larger. In the middle of the
frontal margin of each wing is a hinge-like
structure called the modus, which prob-
ably aids the insect in performing such
wonderful movements in the air. The
wings are generally the most beautiful part
of the creature, being finely netted with

veins and usually colored a rich metallic
blue or green, although red and black and
white dragon flies are not uncommon. The
wing surface is about four times as great
as that of the body. This probably has a
great deal to do with the speed of the in-
sect.

The head is seemingly composed only cf
eyes,,.so large are these organs; but a
closer examination shows-a pair of short
thick antennae and a set of powerful jaws.

The thorax is thick and contains all of
the great muscles which move the powerful,
wings.

The abdomen is long and slender ,ind h
generally the color of the wings and thorax.

The female dragon flry, which is usually
larger than the male, deposits the eggs.
These arc laid on the stems of aquatic
plants in groups of-from ten tn rwenry-
five. The}- are deposited during'August
and September in California. ~.

In a few weeks the eggs hatch and the
larvae begin at brice very active lives un-
der water. Soon after emerging from the
shell the young nympha eats the egg-shell;

and then for several weeks subsists on
minute organisms which it is able to find
at the botttom.of the stream-., or pond.

In a few months the larva, is large
enough for its structure to be examined.
No wings are now present and the animal
is a uniform light brown, the under side
being almost white. The chief features of
interest are the head and the tail:

The former is wonderful because it is.
provided with a peculiar and greatly modi-
fled lower-lip or labium. This structure is
commonly called a mask, as it covers, when
folded, nearly all of the lower part of the
head and even extends back to the base
of the fore-legs. . This mask is a double-
jointed, flap-like organ with a pair of small


