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Ji Song of the Springtime.
1.

Rain, gentle rain, as it lightly falls,
Soft spring rain now lovingly calls

Sweet Flora to wake from her sleep
With a steady sound on the cold, bare ground
Where a carpet of green will soou be found

And dainty flowers peep.

II.

Though dull without and dark the sky,
'Tis brighter within to my drowsy eye

As the fire logs warmth infuse.
The tap of the rain, the rap on the pane.
The wind-gust blowing'again and again,

Now causes me to muse.

III.

I dream of days when skies are blue,
When hearts are glad and lovers true

In the fields together roam.
Of sunny hours in meadow bcw'rs,
Of gurgling brooks, banked v'.p with flow'rs,

That murmur and laugh' and foam.
IV.

Oh fall, gentle rain ! and ba'sten the day
When Summer shall brush the clouds away,

To beckon growth and beauty.
For youth will dream and idle seem,
While all the works of Nature gleam,

To guide him to h:y duty.
WII,KIE : '05.

Treasurer.

The committee to decide on the prize poem competition—Mr. Kelley, Mr. Young, and Mr, Clark—after
reading the poems submitted for competition, chose four from the whole number, which on the whole might he
considered least faulty. Of these four, "A Song of Springtime," "The Golden Poppy," "A Hunter's Prayer," and
"The Return of Winnemucca," one, "A Song of Springtime,'1 was decided on as the best. However, not one of
the four was thought worthy ol the prize offered by Mr. Kelley, and with the exception of "A Song of Springtime,"
all were considered to have about the same degree of merit Taking iuio consideration the fact thnt these poems
ore supposed to show the poetic literary ability of the schoo:, the committee and management of the paper do
not feel them to be worthy representatives.

Therefore t.\- committee and management have decided (i) to give a cash prize to the author of "A Seng of
Springtime," (2) ;o print the other three with no preference, and (3) to withhold the prixes first offered, for a like
contest, to be held at the beginning of next term.
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Thomas Leary, H, M. S.
Private Thomas Leary of the Seven-

teenth Fusileers was a curious combi-
nation. From the lime he had entered
her Majesty's service the idea had taken
hold of him that his principal duties were
to get drunk and to spend his spare time
and repentant periods in the guard-house
As soon as he sobered up the first thing
he always did was to swear a big round
oath to the effect that he was done with
liquor forever and that not another drop
should pass his lips, But this oath, like
a number of other good resolutions, was
cancelled as soon as a bottlo containing a
certain fiery liquid was presented to bis
gaze. Thus it happened that Tom served
his queen, about three days out of the
week, by holding down the floor of the
guard-house and keeping it from getting
lonesome.

On the other hand during his lucid
intervals, Tom was as an attentive and
obedient a soldier ti> you could find in
the Ei.gliMi army, and regarding him in
this light the officers were disposed.to be
less severe with him than with other
offenders ; so collisions between Ltary
and his superiors usually resulted in no
harsher punishment than the retirement
of Tom to his familiar abode • of regret-
fullness and temperance pledges. In
addition to this mediocre favor with his
superiors, he was also very popular with
his equals. This resulted from his pur-
petual good humor and, "his inexhaustible
supply of yarns : the latter being the best
means of gaining friends in an encamp-
ment where, after dark, nearly every-
body does nothing. Another way in
which he gained the respect and esteem
of his comrades was by his huge propor-
tions. Tom was the "biggest " man in
the regiment standing six feet two in his

* Awarded second

stockinged feet and weighing nearly
hundred pounds His fine physique
superior intelligence was often the caused
of the remark. * that it was a shame that
such an admirable specimen of humanity!
should go to the dogs." As to his feafcj
ures Tom was not prepossessing,
the large rubicund features and ''
hair so peculiar to the natives ofliiber-::
nia. But here I must stop desf.ribingj
him, for tnethinks I hear my readers in^
embryo murmuring. "What dc we care'/
what he looked like, I wonder if h e |
thinks we never saw a red-topped Irisll-:|
man : ' and wishing to preserve theirf
patience for a time to come, I will burry#
011.

Early in the winter of 1S99 the Several
teenth Fusileers with a number of otker|
regiments was ordered to the scene o | |
activity in South Africa. When the?
time for embarking came it was discov
ereel that Private I,eary was missing;. yM
search being instituted our bibulous hef<>
was found in an inebriated stupor in-one.j
of the worst dives the town afforded^
He was forthwith carried or rathefi
dragged onto the ship and doomed toj

, end five days and nights in the hol4|
•. the wholesome diet of bread, and;

water. At the expiration of the ^
tence when Tom appeared on deck He
looked pale and repentant; .the' paleneiSj
due to sea-sickness the repentance
matter of ccurse. For a certain obyioui
reason he did not-break his pledge (whicK
had been taken as usual) during the i
mainder of the voyage.

On its arrival at Capetown, Torrid
regiment was immediately ordered to
front to reinforce General Buller, whj
was marching to the relief of Ladysmitfr
When the main army was reached Tori

prize in March contest.

could restrain himself no longer and pro-
ceeded to make up lost time by getting
more intoxicated than ever. That night
in lieu of the regulation guard-house, he
was confined in one of those luxurious
native abodes called kralls. - It .rained
that night, and if we are to believe those
who have been there, a South African
rainfall is not at all sparing. As it hap
pened, this was an unusually generous
fall, and the roof of the shack being
slightly transparent, Tom passed a mos
pleasant night standing knee deep in
water and making and re-making anti
liquor resolutions. The next morning
being sober, he was summoned
the Colonel.

"Private-" Leary," said thet
"this getting drunk at each and every
opportunity will have to stop. I t iiiight
have been excusable at home, but i
place we need none but sober aiid clear
headed men. Now, Leary," he added
more kindly, '' I know that you are
worth any two men in the army when
you're not intoxicated and if you'd!- only
fight shy of liquor I'm sure you could
lift yourself from the ranks. That's \al!
but before you go, I want you to promise
on your sacred word of honor to abstaii
from intoxicants until after the cam
paign." Tom appeared to be impressed
with the Colonel's remarks, and. giving
the required promise, he saluted lane
withdrew.

*n *** n̂

On the advance to Ladysmiti^it y
necessary to cross the Tugela river
The opposite bank of the stream wa<
held by the Boers commanded by th<
famous General De Wet. The river wa;
too deep to cross by wading, and tin
only way remaining was to construct a pou
toon bridge. With great cost of labor th
was finally made and the ariny was le
across in the face of a steady fire fl£h
enemy seeing the impracticability of enga;
ing in a hand to hand fight witi a fore
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could restrain himself no longer and pro-
ceeded to make np lost time by getting
more intoxicated than ever. That night
in lieu of the regulation guard-house, he
was confined in one of those luxurious
native abodes called krails. It rained
that night, and if we are to believe those
who have been there, a South African
rainfall is not at all sparing. As it hap-
pened, this was an unusually generous
fall, and the roof of the shack being
slightly transparent, Tom passed a most
pleasant night standing knee deep in
water and making and re-making anti-
liquor resolutions. The next morning,
being sober, he was summoned before
the Colonel.

" Private Leary," said the Colonel,
1 * this getting drunk at each and every
opportunity will have to stop. It might
have been excusable at home, but in this
place we need none but sober arid clear-
headed men. Now, Leary,1' he added
more kindly, ' ' I know that you are
worth any two men in the army when
you're not intoxicated and if you'd only
fight shy of liquor I'm sure you could
lift yourself from the ranks. That's all,
but before you go, I want you to promise
on your sacred word of honor to abstain
from intoxicants until after the cam-
paign.1' Tom appeared to be impressed

' with the Colonel's remarks, and. giving
the required promise, he saluted and

withdrew.
* * M #

On the advance to I^adysmith it was
necessary to cross the Tugela river.
The opposite bank of the stream was
held by the Boers commanded by the
famous General De Wet. The river was
too deep to cross by wading, and the
only way remaining was to construct a pon
toon bridgtL With great cost of labor this
was finally made and the amiy was led
across in the face of a steady fire The
enemy seeing the impracticability of engag.
ing in a hand to hand fight with a force

outnumbering them four to one, retreated
to a line oi hills or l4 kopjes '* about three
hundred yards away. Although his men
were worn out by fatigue and wounds,
the British commander with all the stub-
bornness of his race, led an assault on the
naturally fortified stronghold of the en-
emy. The attack was repulsed and the
vanquished " roineks"' retreated to the
trenches lately vacated by the Boers,
leaving a large number of dead ar»d
wounded on the base and slope of the
range of hills. A steady fire was kept
up by the enemy and there was no cbaucc
of recovering the wounded except through
an armistice which General Buller dis-
trusted to make.

But let us leave this ancient history
and turn our attention to our hero.
From the first he had been where the
bullets were thickest, and in this position ;
he acquired a devouring thirst. His
water bottle was empty. So was the
next man's. A third was also devoid of
water, but he had something just as
good. This able substitute was a very
strong one and when translated into
American it means fire water. Thus it
has always been since the time of Adam,
that, when one is trying to avoid some-
thing, that something will persistently
flash before his eyes especially when he
has the greatest craving for it. (The
crude manner of expression is theonly
originality in the above reflection.) Tom
looked longingly at the bottle with its
reddish brown fluid reaching to the neck,
had a struggle with the Devil, was de-
feated, stretched out his. arm, took the

bottle, forgot his" promise and drank
The decease of the owner of the flask
left Tom in full rind undisputed posses-
sion. But double quick action prevented
him from completing that glorious-state'
of fullness and joyfulness so graphically
and minutely described by Burns in his
immortal Tarn O'Shanter nor was it
until the withdrawal of the army to the


