


f ICE CREAM
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1463 Haight Street—Phone Park 1320

ROMEY'S MARKET
ROMEY'S MEAT MARKET

1S43 HAIGHT ST.

W E HAVE A BIG SPECIAL
SALE EVERY SATURDAY

ROMEY'S FISH MARKET
A. FANTOZZI, Proprietor

Fish, Oysters, Clams, .Lobsters, Crabs,
Shrimps, Mussels, Terrapin and Progs.

FRESH EVERY DAY

G B A L D A C C I N I *•
Romey's Fruit MarKet
FISH, FRUIT, POULTRY,

EGGS, VEGETABLES

Complete Line of Canned Goods and Macaroni
ITALIAN LUCCA OIL A SPECIALTY

Special Attention Paid to
Family Trade

We Supply the Lowell Cafeteria.

1543-1551 Haight Street Phone park 851 Park 1342
-J

The Raymond Coaching School
INDIVlbUALjNSTRUCTION ONLY.

Thirteen years'experience in coaching High School students.
Preparation for College Entrance Examinations a specialty.
Twelve departmental teachers of thorough training and

extended experience.
Telephone West 2751 2700 CALIFORNIA STREET
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PURE COUNTRY MILK
AND CREAM

We Supply
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J . P. MULVIIilLL •' CHAS.
Phone Park 1587 ,

WLt&ttvn Mi
Hutton's Certified Milk

PURE COUNTRY MILK
AND CREAM

We Supply Lowell High

urg Co.
a Specialty

City Depot:
359-361 WALLER

School Cafeteria

EVANS

STREET

The Tango—Society's Latest
Ballroom Craze

PROF. G. R. PUCKETT
TEACHER OF DANCING
THE ONE STEP WALTZ
THE HESITATION WALTZ
THE CASTLE WALK

CLASSES—MONDAYS
CLASS AND SOCIAL—WEDNESDAYS

ASSEMBLIES—FRIDAYS

Classes OP Private Lessons—Phone Franklin 118

Tango Class, Tuesday Evening

ASSEMBLY HALL - - - 1268 Sutter Street

You Will Get Delight, Nourishment, Satisfaction
BY EATING

NATIONAL ICE CREAM
^ It is made with Clean, Pure. Sweet Cream from the National Dairies, situated
on the meadows of the San Joaijuin western foothills. Flavored with the richest
imported Bourbon Vanilla, finest Dutch Chocolate and Fresh Ripe Fruits: it is
most delicious and refreshing.
«J Made in the new scientific way, in the cleanest hygienic factory.

YOU ARE SURE THE NATIONAL ICE CREAM IS SAFE,
HEALTHFUL AND WHOLESOME
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"THE HASTINGS'
EVENING DRESS AND

TUXEDO SUITS

Are strictlv in accord with the

very latest styles and are made

from the finest imported fabrics.

Dress Suits $30 to $50

Tuxedo Suits $30 to $45

All Evening Dress requisites in

Shirts

Gloves

Shoes

Hats

Ties
V'<>. • E t c .

HASTINGS GLOTHING GO.
Post and Grant Avenue
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out (Slows—A lifolatrc iEMtorial
. . . I t shall be unlawful for any pupil . . . to join or become a member

of any secret fraternity, sorority or club, wholly or partly formed from the
membership of pupils at tending such, public schools. . . .

Gentle Reader, what a piece of work is the Frat man! how noble in
reason! how infinite in faculty! in form and moving, how express and
admirable! in action, how like an angel! in apprehension, how like a god!
the bcautv of the world! the paragon of animals! Mis walk is never
hurried; it is ever slow, majestic. As he strolls along, hands deep in
pockets, never glancing to the right or left, hat back on his head, smiling
benignly at those who are, like himself, now numbered among the socially
elect, or nodding distantly with a slight relaxation of the features to
some ordinary clod of common clay who craves his imperial notice—
recognizing him for the moment as a fellow mortal on this mundane planet
—how knightly he is!—nay lordly: this lion arnor.g ladies; this monarch
of all he surveys; this princely aristocrat who is ours.

The caste of the South Sea Island belle is shown by f;Ye height of her
tortoise shell comb. The Frat man can also be singledout from common
humanity by his hair—smoothly slicked back after the fashion of Madame
de la Pompadour. The robes which drape his form: fac-simile of a Mouse
of Kuppenheimer poster. His hat: always the latest; the "this-is-the-w;iy-
they-are-creasing-'em" now being popular. His nervous little gold-tipped
cigarette—daintily affixed to the end of a holder droops from his cupid
lips: or since the pill has become eft'eminized and is no longer the manly
thing it was—the briar takes its place: the more bulldoggy and collegian
the better. The Honorable Percy Popjay. ' - ;'

But. asks the inquisitive peruser, do these little childish foibles, which
will all pass off in the course of time, justify us in condemning entirely
that much abused article of pedagogial conversation—The Frat man.
Should he not be treated with smiles rather than abuse? Should we not
use him for our mirth: yea. for our laughter? What is there wrong i". a
bunch of fully grown men getting together, swearing a Tom Sawyer's
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robber gang oatli—dreadfully and mysteriousl)' secret—of eternal fidelity
to the gang: pledging themselves to treat each other with a brotherly
love that passcth all understanding; what is1 there that is wrong in all
that? What if the innocent neophyte who seeks to learn the mystic motto
of the Pi Delta Kappas"—known among their set as the P. D. Q.'s—is,
after the initiation immersed to his lily-white neck in Spring Valley, made
to run up and down a hill several times, daubed with common, commercial,
house paint, and then left to walk home—unless he has slipped a dime
into the bottom of bis sock before the mystic rites began:—what is there
of harm in that? Why, he expostulates, the Sophs at U. C. put the Fresh-
man in the Chem. Pond!—the Sophomores at Lowell, inbucd with the
self-same delicate feeling of comradely welcome, and lacking a chem. pond,
press the garbage can into use. and so receive the stranger!—why is it so
horrible then in the Frats?

.And why should they obey the law which prohibits them who made
the law? Not they. Wherefore should they respect a law which denied
them life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness—the right to do as they
pleased no matter if they did interfere with the rights of others and
destroyed the ideals of the Republic. Who dares to interfere with Alpha
of Gamma Eta Kappa. Why the Geks were there before the law! The law's
ex post facto and so unconstitutional in spite of the Supreme Court. The
Geks have existed since March 10. 1882—they began in Lowell! They are
now spread through the whole I'nited States: they number umpty-ump members:
they publish a quarterly and successfully bid defiance to eleven legislatures,
numberless boards of education and countless faculties! Why should the law
interfere. // is our own business, they say. We are old enough to take care
of ourselves. Why- the youngest of us is at least 14 years old. He was
pledged in grammar school. Like our ancestors of 1776. we will bid defiance
to the tyrannical laws which were enacted without our consent!

What is it that is objected to in the High School Frat? Not particularly
that it has a Greek name and motto, is secret, has a charter and is linked
together with other frats having a common trade mark in another school:
not that it has pledge pins, be-pearled frat pins, pennants, jewelry, a magazine,
nor that it hazes its members: not even because it gives dances, banquets,
etc.. levies dues, assessments, and costs money. These are not the causes of
opposition: frats are not fought on these grounds.

The frats are fought because the indirect results created by an oath bound
society whose aim is simply arid solely social—these are the two great marks
that distinguish them from all other societies.—arc so harmful, both to the
member and non-member, and so bred into the very bone of the frat. that
the only way to get rid of the evils is to destroy the system that creates them.

One indirect result is the harm done morally to the frat man. This is a
phase of the argument in which plain language has to give way to vague,
for the Lowell can not print what the current newspapers do—even under
the guise of reform.

A Salvation Army reputation of throwing out the life line:—of making
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angels happy by saving burning brands, is not eagerly sought after. The
practical person does not come between the fool and his folly—he lets him burn
or drown. No one likes-to set himself up as a little sanctimonious wiseacre
and point out the weakness of others, when he knows that he himself is made
out of ordinary clay. But it is rather unpleasantly ugly to see some of the-
clean-limbed. clear-eyed young grammar school kids become lax from habits
that they did not have before, sec their moral code weaken and give way.
and sec them turned out at last, overly wise in the ways of the world,
prematurely cynical and sophisticated.

Smoking is common enough. No one denies its existence, Whether it is
defensible or not is left to individual choice. About three years ago there
was an editorial in T H E LOWICI.I. asking Lowell men not to smoke around
school entrance or at school dances, as it did not improve the reputation of the
school. An Eastern college president lately said that a good custom for the
Sophs to adopt would be to prohibit Freshmen smoking in or on the campus.
And college Freshmen are from one to five years older than the average
high school student—besides they already have their growth. Lowell Freshmen
have been pleaded with and warned to give it up at at least one Freshman
Rally by a faculty head. But each must work this out for himself.

The fact that frat meetings are held at the homes of the different members
improves things somewhat: for each member, however much he loves and
admires his frat brother, loves his home slightly butter, and will not see its
sanctity lightly violated by any acts which he would not like the outside world
to know. But even this has been done—for the fact that the meeting is secret—
that only frat men are present who know each other too well—does not improve
matters.

Drinking docs not ordinarily take place in the meeting. That is left to the
outside. But card-playing, smoking, gambling, and light loose talk—not swear-
ing—do take place. There is not one of the vices that have been attributed to
frats in general by the most rabid opposer of them, which has not been
committed by the frats at Lowell.

Out of one hundred and eighty-five high school principals, who reported
to the National Education Association, only four testified that they had
observed no immorai tendencies. This, though, proves nothing against Lowell
and one would'like to deny it absolutely for the school's name. But at least
one Gamma Eta Kappa man admitted every charge made against the fraternities:
when told •-.•of an offense against the moral code far worse than any of them,
naively said. that'"at least he (the guilty member) should have gone outside
his own home."

A Phi Sigma Chi man. who graduated six months ago. said that all the
frats now at Lowell were absolutely mellow (except his), and even it. he
admitted was taking in too many little fellows—Freshmen—and behaving in a
way even he didn't like.

This condition, does exist. The students—at least those with open eyes—
know it. One faculty member, now gone, spoke to a frat man on his pet
vices—and his advice was laughed to scorn when the frat man told his
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fellows. One of the faculty heads openly twitted a frat man before his entire
class, asking him if late hours were interfering with his studies—if that was
why he was not prepared. And the whole class laughed.

But it has been truly said that these charges apply just as truly to the
barbs. This is true. Where then lies the weight of the argument against
the frat? In this:

The frat man. even now, when not with his little closed ring, is a pretty
clean sort. Hut however clean he has been in the past, as soon as he is
taken into the frat. he becomes one of that crowd. He is under solemn oath
to be a brother to each member. The cleaner he is, the more sincerely he
believes in that oath. He is their brother; he must stand by each member
through thick and thin. He will shun none of them. And there is a bad
egg—one bad egg, or several—in the frat. He is younger than the rest and
as a rule copies them instinctively. There is the danger! He is so young lie
docs not know himself. President Wheeler of U. C. says to his Freshmen
(from 1 to 5 years older than Lowellites), on this point:

You will surely be influenced by your associations, no matter how strong you
think you are. Don't join a fraternity unless you know what sort of men are in
it—better stay out altogether than join one in which the prevailing type is the
good fellow.

The danger to the frat man is that he can't avoid the bad egg. The
frat is too small. He is in the frat and can't resign. If he does he is threatened
with being punished throughout the whole organization. One Lowell man
was cartooned in T H E LOWELL of June, '05, for resigning. He will be ostra-
cized by his fellows, and he does not like that; he does not want to play
the part of the good little sugar and whipped-cream boy who always does
just as he should, just as mother would want him to do, and sister, and the
family friend and minister. He hates that. And it is cither accept their
manner of life—do as they do—or be a holy martyr, a St. Sebastian, and
endure all the laughs and sneers—the poisoned barbed arrows of ridicule and
satire—with uplifted eyes.

He is only human; he chooses the easiest way out and like Cruikshanks,
"would rather play cards in Hell than sing psalms in Heaven."' He follows
the crowd. What they do is right! He docs not think for himself. There was
one frat man who said as much when it came to signing the anti-frat pledges.
He had some compunctions about perjuring himself at first, but "saw all the
others doing it and so thought it to be all right." In that he was utterly illogi-
cal but—divinely human.

The frat man goes the way of the crowd, and it makes no difference how
clean a frat may be now—the bad gets in sooner or later, and begins its work,
for the frat is continually changing.

President Wheeler in another part of his message says to his Freshmen:
Those who lie, those who boast, those who cheat, those who sneak, those who

are unclean of look or act, those false and unclean ones who do and say things
for effect—none of them will have the final respect of their classmates. Seek the
company of the clean; I mean those whose hands are clean though they are
calloused; whose clothes are clean though they are worn, whose word? are clean

6

ing up whether he smo
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though they are simple; whose thoughts arc clean though they are plain. These
different forms of cleanliness go together and react upon each other. Seek the
company of^the honorable and the genuine.

It is these very ones the frat man avoids.
"Those who lie." And arc there bigger liars in the whole of Lowell than

these same frat. men ? The man who lies to save a friend—who lies deliberately
to keep others out of trouble and takes all blame upon himself—and frat men
have done so—is worthy ofrespect. But the man who lies to benefit himself—
and the frat man docs do so when he forswears himself to join a frat: where
is the respect for him? Every one of them has signed the pledge that they
neither are nor null be frat men while they are members of the school. They
take this pledge when they enter the school. It is their SIGNED word—not
taken hastily or given on the spur of the moment like a spoken promise. Their
parents have to sign it! Sometimes the student is already a member and has
to hoodwink his father, but generally the father signs in good faith and means
to keep his word. But he soon forgets—he has other worries than school affairs.

And then the man who has given his word is rushed—Phi Chi tells him
he is a good fellow—that they want him to be "one of us." He politely declines.
Then Theta Chi bids him. No again. [This is an especially desirable but ob-
stinate rushee.] Kappa Alpha Pi asks—just to come to the meeting. He goes.
Next he is given a pledge pin. Me is so far in now that he can't be rude and
refuse to join. He is pledged. He joins.

He has broken his solemnly given word in one case to pledge himself
by another solemnly given oath. Both were premeditated—both planned and
thought out—both cWVerate.

The one tlv^- '-W-.t marks the man from the moral leper is the keeping of
his pledged w(_:;-...---it doesn't make so very much difference in the final check-
ing up whether he smokes, drinks, or has broken every commandment of the
Decalogue—they are negative virtues chiefly—as long as he has been true to
himself, as long as he has kept his word and his bargain. That is the one thing
that keeps him apart from the animal—the one mark which gives him respect
for himself and the right to claim the respect—no matter how grudgingly
given—of his fellows.

The only excuse for the frat man who has perjured himself is—that he
didn't think. The pledge was not kept fresh in his mind—it was not given
evcrv six months as it should be. He signed it two—three, no—four years ago,
and then clean forgot it, as he says.

But if he forgot on purpose—what can be said then to excuse him? What
if he remembered?—if the pledge was a burning, living thing to him?—if he
took his word in one hand and the fun he might get in the other—weighed
them—and found his word light as eider, insignificant, unworthy of notice:
and the Fun and Joy of good fellowship, adamantinely heavy: and so gave up
the. one to take the other. What can be thought of this one who was false to
his better self?

And the oath of brotherhood he gives to the frat. One perjurer gives the
solemn oath and it is received by another perjurer: and then, perceiving the
joke of it all—like Cicero's augurs—do they both smile? : /
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The oath amounts to nothing. It has been violated in the past—it will,

be in the future.
Perjury, sneaking deceit, and breaking the law: that is the record of the

fraternity. * What is the record of the sorority? These sororities are for the
liidies of" the school. They aim to have in them only the fine mannered and
exclusive.

The frat does not aim at turning out men who can stand on their own
feet: it aims at turning out dancing men—tinsel gentlemen.

And the sorority does not seek to make true women—it seeks to make only
fine ladies.

The world docs not expect its men to be true to the best ideals. If they
are. it is thankful. But it does expect it (if its women. It expects them to
set the ideals of the world by living them. Some of these ideals arc honesiv.
truth telling and respect for the law.

The sorority girls expect respect as their due—just as any woman"? due.
They demand it. But the woman who lies, who perjures herself, who breaks
the law with a smile—where is the respect due her?

She has to demand respect: she has to ask it. For she herself cannot, by
her own manner, silently and without words, command it.

E. A. FAI.COXKR. Dec. "12: U. C. '17.

(Frats ami School Spirit—the next article in a later issue. I

Amniratts
Washington. Lincoln, Lowell—yes. you have heard of them, for as each

February rolls round, you celebrate their birthdays. Your class orators and
teachers have told you of their lives and deeds ever since you were knee-high
to a grasshopper. But the words have gone in one ear and out the other, with-
out making much, if any, lasting impression on you. But why do we honor
them? Yes, the answer is because they did something. What? Something,
not for themselves, but acts to the like of which is due the very life of our
country. These three characters, warrior, statesman and man of letters, so
unlike in callings, yet one in that spirit which bade them give their best to
their '"ain countrie," can be truly considered typical Americans.

These three lives were living sermons, not cut-and-dried affairs, but warm
and living truths, and what was the text on which they were founded ? Service
for others. And we, who are Americans, can we not strive to follow? Yes,
and to us the part of our country that demands our unselfish service ;;<w is our
school. So let us follow in their footsteps. "The Father of our Country." the
"Savior of our Country," and the patron of our beloved, school.

C. X..-14.

"My lord," said the foreman of an Irish jury, when giving in the verdict.
"we find the man who stole the mare not guilty."


