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A Misconception of the American
Revetution.
BY F, H. CLARK.

The facts of the revoit of the English
colonies in Amerieaareplain,  They are
recorded with the greatest fullness in
acts of the British Parliament, in re-
solves of American congresses and legis-
latures, and in orations and memoirs off
contemporaries-—to say uothing of the
Declaration of ledependence, A study
of this material shows that the Ameri-
can patriots everywhere regarded their
cause as a defeasive one, and all their
acts even to independun: - lustified as
necessary 1o the moint-nance of “the
rights, liberties and “onunities, of free
and natnral-born  subjects, within the
realm of Eugla-i" Such rights and
Hberties they cieimed tkat they, a.d
their ancestors before them from the
earliest settlemuent, had enjoyed ; and
suth rights and .dberties i was that the
legislation of the British Parliame::
after 1763 and 1he administration of
George 11 inffinged. Henze the
sistance of the cotoui:s, =l daally
independence after the king himself had
made war,
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It might be expected that all Ameri-
“cans wounld know this perind of their
“history, at least on tbe Awerican side,
.and appreciate it fuily. But somchaw
“there has come a strange mis onception
of the whole movemen:, which bids fair
to obliterate in the ceinmon mind all
true understanding of our nationar be-
gimning  Thefollowing notion has been
found generally prevalent among ingh
school pupils in San Francisco, de ived
frrom their earlier training in United
States history. No doubt the state ol
mind of these pupils is typical of young
prople all over the country, conditions of
instruction in this field being simitar.
Ask the qguestion, ** What did the
anerieans fight for?” and teg answer
comes, ** They fought to gaigHn
enee of Fnglish rule.” R

**Why did they desireindependence '

** They were being taxed by the Brit-
i=it Parliament, in which. they werc not
represented, and when, they asked to 1w
allowed representation it was refused ;
and independence was sought as the
alternative."

* Then if representation at Westmin-

ister had been granted, the colonists
would have been satistied?"’




“*Yes! certainly.”’

Thus had been found over and over
again in the winds of fairly intelligent
pupils the fixed idea that the Americans
desired representation at Westminister,
and fought the war because the Eaglish
would not give it to them. [n thiz way
the true character of the American revo-
hution is betied ; its real spirit is obscured.
The Awmerican cause is transformed from
the defensive to the aggressive. Instead
of being an agitation in defense of homne
and country, of institutions long cher-
ished and liberties anciently enjoyed, by
this strange perversion of listory the
deeds of our forelathers are Dbelittled to
the measure of peevish rsbels seeking to
spoil what they have failed to control.
It is not claimed that seventeen-year-old
boys pash their thought to this extreme :
but the great trouble is that uere at the
beginuing of their conscious entrance
into the natiomal life, they have an
utterly perverted notion of the nation's
origin. ‘The seriousness of this matier
is not simply in regaid to historic truth,
although here is serivusness enough.
Far greater evil thee is inthe influence,
thus' engendered, toward disrespect for
law aud authority.

Que is curious to learn how this wide-
spread error has arisen, It is, of course,
a matter of ignorance—ignorance of the
great works of hustory, the writings of
conteiaporaries and of tie great masters
building ypon them. Even the teachers
in our sc!}('iols generally pet thejr ideas
from the“meager acconnts of school
books. The misleading character of
much of this writing is shown i the
following extract from a very popular
schoo! book once very widely used in
Catifornia. *

The direct cause [of the B:Qg"olulior s
attempt to tax the colonies {n arder ;:'I; ‘ﬁ:?r?.?
the expenses of the recent war.  .is Zhe cofon
isls were nof represemted in Pariiament \he
resisted this measure, declaring tha _\f
without Representation (s Tyranny.

The *rouble with this is not in what is

¢ Taxation |
,tempt made to present the prevailing
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said, but in what is le/® unsaid. There
is no allus’nu whatever to the repres:n-
tative institations already maintaived in

evrry colony, tis very existence of

which was threatened Ly the o2t of par-
liamentary iaxation. So little acquaint.
ance have the pupils with the actual life
of the colonies that they know nothing
of colonial legislatures, or at any rate
they do not think of them, and so they
make the following inference: * 0f
course it was right for the Anteric. s o
coniribute to expenses incurred iu their
own defense and so they must have
wished to be represented i Parliamewi”

This thought fits in at once with our
universal democratic prepossessions in
favor of a share in government wherever
there is one aund thus the theory set
forth above is born and developed. How
much better the methad of some more
recent books, tv bring the pupil at once
to the words of Pairick Henry in the
Virginia Assemblv .

Resofved, That the taxalion of the people Ly
thewselves, or by persons chosen by them-

selves lo represent them * # #  jg'the dis-
tinguishing characteristic of British freedom.

Resofved, Thet the General Assembly of thie
colony liave the oniy s sole exclusive right
and power to lay taxes * * # ypon the in-
babitants of this colony * * *

It is the objert of this paper to estab-
lish that the American patriots regarded
theiv institutions of self- government,
maintained throughout English America
from the beginning. as the safeguards of
Liberty; that they were entitled to lib-
erty as English subjects and by natural
right; that whatever laws or gorrern-
mental acts jnvaded these institutions,
destroyed their liberty and made them
slaves; and that all their acts, including
imdependence, were regarded as in de-
fense of  self-government and liberty
already enjoyed. No investigation is
here made of the economic relations of
England and America, nor is any at-

«British view of !the rights of Parliament

.l !
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The merrhers of this Conf
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Gress Britain, thet is owingl
hoen within the realmn ; »v
tion to that sugust bedy, B
Great Britain, X

2, That his Majesiy'siic
eclonies, are entitted to all g
and likerties of hiis natural-tg
the kingdam of Great Briug

3. vhat i is fnseparabi
freedoas of a peonle, and 11
of Englishmen, that no tag
them but with their own §
sonelly, or by their represe]

4. Thatthe prople of Lh
antel from their loral cirenin
represental in the House o
Yritain. :

5 That Lhe unly represd

le of these colonies, are pe
w themselves; and that §
beer, or can be constitutif
them. but by their respectiy

6. 'That all supplics to
free gifts of the penple, it
inconsistent with the prin
the British constitulion, fo
Britain to grant to his Ma;
the colonists,

8. Thst the Iate act of B
“An act for granting ang
stamp duties, and other
colonies and plantations g
imposing taxes on the inhay
aies, and the said act, and &
extendingr the jurisdiction |
mirally Geyond its ancient
fest tendency to subvertth
of the coloniats, * * *§
wenls tfustralive of Amird




ta control colonies as dependencies of a
British Empire. Tt is attempted solely
to present the virws of American patriots
by citations from their atterances in a
wide range of instames,

From the * Resolves of the Conven-
tion of the English Colonies at New
York, October 19, 1768"=~the Stamp
Act Congress—ecomposed of delegates
from nine colanies:

The members of this Congress, sincerely de-
voted, with the warmest semiitents of affeciion
aud duty, to his Majesty’s person and govern-
ment, inviolably attached to the present happy
establishment of the Urolestant saccession, and
witly minds deeply impressed hy » sens: of the
resent and impending misfortunes of the Brit-
ish colonies on this continent; having couvsid-
erell as maturely as time will permit, the eir-
ctimstances of e said colonies, esteeinn it onr
indispensable duty to male the following declie
rations of our lnmbie opinion respeciing the
miost essentinl rights and libesties oF the cuion-
ists and of the grievances under wh.ch they
Tabor by reason of the several late acts of Par-
Jiament ¢

1. That his Majesty's subjects, in tieae col-
onies, owe the sante aitegiance to the crown of
Great Britain, 1hat is owing from his subjects
bory within th. realm ; and all due subardina-
tiot to that angust body, the Parbament of
Grueat Britain,

2. hat his Majests’s Hege - abjecty, in Lirede
eclonies, are entitlad to all the inhereat rights
and liberties of bl natural-born sabjee ts within
the " ingdom o Great Britain

That it is inseparably essenti-d to the
freclom of & peo‘)'le. snd the undoulied right
of Englichmen, that 20 taxes be jmposed on
them but with their own conscnl, yiven per-
goua’’y, or hy their representatives.

4. That the neople of these colonimsare not,
and from their loca, citees: tances canuot be,
represented in the Elouse of Croruiaons in Great
Britain,

6. That the only representatives «f the peo-
e of these colonies, are persous choren therein
ww themselves; and that wo taxes ever have
bren, or can be coustitutionally iciposed on
them, but by their respaetive begislniares.

6. Thit all supplivs to Lhe crown being the
free gifts of the peoplr, it is unreasvmable amd
inconsistent with the principles and spirit of
the British constitaiion, for the prople of Great
Britain to gram to his Majesty, the property of
the colonists,

§. That the Iate act of Parlinment entitled,
“An aet for granting and applying certain
stantp dutiss, and other daties in the British
colonies atd plantaticns in Aawerics, ete)” by
imposing taxes on the inhinbiiants rf these colo-
nies, and the said act. ud several v her acts, by
extending the jurishictim of the ¢ arts of ad-
mirally 1r.-_\'omi its ancient lirZits, have a inani-
fest tendency to subwert the rights and liberties
of the colonists, * * * —Prevdon. foon-
menls tllustvatize of Awmerican A story.
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From an oration by Joseph Warren,
delivered at Boston, March 5, 1772 1—

Public happiness depemds on a vivlvous and
gushaken attackment {o a frec confitnfion.

It was this attachment to a constitution,
founded on free and henevolent principles,
which inspired the fisst settlers of this country
—thtev saw with grief the daring vatrages com-
mitted oo the free constitetion of their native
land.--they knew nothing but a civil war could
at that time restore jts pristine purity. Sohard
wns it to resolve to embrue their batds io the
Mol of their brethren, that they cligse rather
te quit their fair possessions and seek another
hastation in a distant elime. When they
came to this new world, which they faiely pur-
chased of the Indian nutives, the only riglitful
proprivtors, ey cultivated the then barren
soif, by their incessant labor, and defended
therr dearhought possessions with the fortitude
of the Clicistian, and the bravery of the lero,

After varicus strigggles, which, during e
tyrannie reigna of the house of Stuart, were cone
stantly kept up between right and wrong, he-
vwern liderty and slavery, the connection he-
{ween Great Britain aml this colony was settled
in the reign of King Willino aml Queen Mary,
by a eompact, the conditions of wineh wuere ex-
pressed in 4 chorter, by which all the liberties
and tnpunities of Britsh subjects, were con-
fided e Lhis provinee, as fully and as absolutely
as they possibly coulil he by any himan instra.
ment which can be devised.  And it is updeni-
ahiv tree, that the greatest and drest important
right of a British sulject s, that se shall be gor-
erurd by wo latos but those fo swohicd he, cither in
preson or by his representaiives, Mardle griven hiy
consent ; and this [ will venture to assert, is the
great lussis of Hritish freedom it is interwoven
with the constitntion t and whenever this is
lost. the coustitution must be destroyed, * *

And [am very much at a loss to know by
what figure of rhetoric, tie inhabitants of this
province can he cailed free subjects, when they
are abliged 1o obey implicitly such laws as are
made tor them by men three thousantl miles off,
whom they know not, ad whom they never
empowered to act for them. or how they can Le
said to lave property, when a body of men over
whom they have uot the lerst control, and who
are nat in any way aceountuble to them, shall
oblige thew to deliver up any part, or the whole
of thetr sulstance without even askivg their
consent : und yet whoever prelends that the late
acts of tile British parliament for taxing Amer-
ita ought to be hinding upon us, must admst 9t
once that we are absolute slaves, and have ne
property of our own: or else that we may be
freemen, and at the same tiue ©nder a2 neces-
sitv of oheving the arbiteury commands of tho-e
wvver whom we have no control or influence,
awl that we may have property of our own
which is entirely at the disposal of another.
Snch greave absurdities, 1 believe will net he
relished in this enlightened agre.—.\Viles, Prin-
cipies and Acls of tae Revofutron, p. 2122,

From the testimony of Benjamin Frank-
lift belore English House of Commons in

cemmiittee of the whole, in regard to the
¢
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ter nwrmied of our own sentime
“ the conduct we wish them to oh

4
repeal of the Stamp Act, in February,

1796 :—

Q. Do vou think the assemblies have 4 right
10 T-vy money on the subject there, to grant lo
the croten?

A. Icertainiy think so, they have always
doue it, . .

. Are Lhey seguainted with tlie declaration
of rights? And do they know that, by that

. statuie, moncy is not Lo be raised on the sulject

but by consent of Parlianwem ?

A. Therare well acquainted with it

(3. - Hew Liwen ean they think that thes have
a vight to lery money Tor the crown, or for any
othier than local purposes?

A, They understand that clunse to relate to

- subjests anly within the realm| that ne money

can be levizd on them for the crown, but by
consent o) Paclinment.  Fhe colontes are not
suppusel te be within the realm : they lave
aascuablies of their own, which ave their pariia-
ments~anct they aee, in that respect, in the
sanie sitnation with [reland. When money is
1o fre paised for the crown upon the snbject i

- Iredarinl, oc in the colonies, the consent is given
in the Parlinment ol Jvelawd, or in the nrse-

blies of the cotonies. They think the Parlia-
ment of Greel Britain cannot properly wive thit

- eoasent, Ll it has ceps eseulatives from Liner-
“eay for the petition of right expressly savs, it
i to bk Wy qomnon consent fn Partionient;
_and the people of Americn bave no reprosenta

-

arkizment, ta make a prirt of thet conl-
moi consent,=-Frunkiins orts, Vol I, p.
212,

It will be neticed here that Franklin

here refers to American representation

in Parliament oaly as a possibility and
not as an object desired,
From the Resolves of the Honse of

. 'fiiirgesses of Virginia, passed May 16th,
T '

Lesolved, Newiine contradicente, That the
sole right of iinposing taxes on the inhabitants
of this, bis Majesty's colony and Dowminion of
Virginin, is now and hath been degaily and
constitulionilly vested in the House of Bus.
gesses, lawfully convened, according to the

_ancient and established practice, withl the con.
“sent of the council, and of his Mujesty, (he

King of Great Britain, or his Gavernor far the

Ctime belage~Channing,  History of hrvg
- States, App. vy of {niled

From iostructions by the Virginia
legislature to delegates in Congress,
774 -
And -:I_ﬁr.‘. wer (the deteygntes) may be the het-
nts, louching

‘ A ' serve o thi
mportant gecasion, we desire they will e,‘pm;:i
3 E s

in the firsi place, our fuith any trye allegiance

- to his Majesty, King Grorge the Third, our

lawful and rightfisl sovereiym:
g . v 1 and thet
determined with our lives and fortunes t‘:es:w

port him in the /ogaf exercise of his just rights
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and prerogelives; and however misrepreseated,
we sincerely approve of a constitutional con.
nection with Great 8ritain, aad wish most
ardently u return of thal intercourse of affection
and commercizl councetion  that  formnerly
united both conntries. which can oy %e ef-
Fected 1 a removal of those causes of ciscon.
tent which hove of I.te unhapypily divided us,

It cannot admit of a doubt bul thut Brivish -
subjects in Awerica are entitled to the same .

rights and privileges as their fellow subjects
possess in  Britaing ami, therefore, that the
power assumest he the Sritish Parliament to
bind America by their statites, i all cases
whalsoever, is unconstitutional, and the source
of these nphappy differences,

The end of 1the Government woulid be de.
feateid by the British Fathament exeicising a
power over the lives, the property and the lib.
erty of the American subjects. who are not,
and from their lncal eircustances sannot be,
there represented. O this nature we consider
the several acty of Parliament for raisiug a rev-
vnue in America, for extending the jorisdiction
of the courts of adiniralty, fur seizivyg American
subjects atd transporting ther to Britain to be
iricd for crimes compiitted in Awerica, and
the several late oppressive acls respecting the
town of Bostou and tiie pravines of DMassa-
chusetts Nav,

The origina! constitntion of the American
col'mies possessing their assemblies with the
sole right ol directung their internal polity, it is
absolutely dustructive of the end of their insti-
tuticen thal their legisletion should be sus-
pemded or prevented, by hasty dissolutions,
from exercising the r legislative power.—.Viles,
Priuciples und lcts of the Reevlntion.

From the speech of John Rutledge, to

the (ieneral Assembly of South Caroling,
April rith, 177

Aund now, gentlemen, let me entreat that yon
will, N vour several parishes amil districte, use
your influence und author.iy to keep the peace
anl goul order, and procure strict observance
of andd ready olicdience to the law, Ifany per:
sout therein are still strangers to the natureand
uierits of the dispute hetween Great Britain and
the Colonies, you wili explain it 1o them fully,
and teach them, if they ure so unfortunate s
not 10 kiow their wherent rights, ¥Prove to
theni thas the privileges of beiwy tried by ajary
of the vicinage, ac-uainted with the parfit*.s and
wilnesses; of beir 3 taxed only with their own
consent, yiven by their representatives, freeiy
chosen by and shari ny the burthen sgually with
themselvex, not for 1he agurandizing a sapacious
ministes and hos dependent favorites, and for
corrupting the people, nud subveriing their lib-
erties, but for sueh wise and salulasy purposes
as they themselves approve: and of having

their internal polity reyulnted only by laws con-
sented to by competent judges of what is best:

adapted to their situntion aml rcircnmstances,
equally bound, tog, by those laws, are jnes-
tiiable. end derived froms thae constitution,
which is the hirthright of the poorest man,
andl the hest imheritence of the tinest wealthy.
Relate to them the various, unjust and criel
statates, which 1w British Parliament, claim-

iny a right to make ‘aws for bindg
ies in ail caves whmever, bave
the many sanghimiry weasure
Leen, and are daily pursued a
fo wrest from them those invalg
and to enforce such an unlimited
tive claim —Niles, - Principles o
Nevolfution, :

Also, Chief Justice Drayij
Carolina, in defivering a cfy
grand jury, used the followig
April 23d, 2776 y

The catalogue of cur oppressiof
and loeal, iz enormions.  Of suchy
will mention only xotre of the

Under code of law, tite King &
of Great Britain bave made the
attempts (o euslave America:

By clninsing a right Zo ind 4
all cuses whatsoever *';

By laving duties at, their mer
ure upoh all the colonies; ° §

By suspending thie logiclatviel
ete.—N¥es, Prinvipres and Aclg
fion. &

From the Declaration of §
Countinental Congress at Ph

1774 4
Whevenpon, the deputies so u}
now assembled, in o full and frc g
of these colonies, taking iate thg
consideration the best means
enils aforesaid, do, in the first g
lishmen, their ancestors, in 1§
usualiy done, for effecting and +
rights and libertwes, Leclare
That the inkabitants of the 1
in North America, by the imdg
nature, the principles of the 13
tion, and the severas charactos]
have the follewing Rigifs:~
Fesalved,, . ¢ 28 1, Thaty
to life, liherty, and property, any
never ceded to any sovereign g
a right (o dispost of either will
sent. }
Fesolfved, 5. ¢. b, 2, That§
who lirst settled these colonies, §
of their emigeation from the 1)
cititled to ail the rights, Tibert i3
ties, of full and natural Gorh |
the veatm of England.
Resorved. n.con. 3. That §
tion, they by no means forfeirg
or lost any of those sights, bu
and their descendanis now are
exercise and enjoymert of all s
thieir local and other circumnstay
to excreise und enjov, .
 Krsolved, 4. Thnt the found
likerty, and of all free governg
it e people to pariieipate in
eauncii; and as the Engiish o
represented, and from their {ocf
cumstances, canvot properly |
Purliament, thev ave entitled
clusive power of legislation
proviccial legisiaturess, wherg




THE LOWELL 5

imy A right to make {aws for binding the colon.
iex jnn all cases whalever, have enacled ; and
the many sanguinary measures which have
been, and arz daily pursued and threatened,
to wrest from tYem those invaluable benefits,
and to enforce such an unlimited and destruc-
tive claimn —Nles.  Principles and lcis of the
Revolution.

Also, Chiel Justice Draytou, of Sonth
Carolina, in delivering a charge to the
grand jury, used the following language,
April 23d, 1776 :

The catalogue of eur cppressions, continental
and local, is enormous. Of such oppressions, I
will mention unly some of the most weighty.

Undere code of law, the King and Parliament
of (3reat Britnin bave made the most arbitrary
attempis to enslave America :

By claliming o right fo dind fhe colonics ' in
all cases whatsoever ™':

By laying dnties at their mere will and pleas-
ure upon all the colonies s

By saspending the jegislature of New York,
etc.-—«-‘\"}:;. Priaciples and Aets of the Revolu-
tion,

From the Declaration of Rights of the
Continental Cougress at Philadelphia, in
L

Wherenpoi. the deputies so appointed heiug
now assembled, in a full snd {recrepresentation
of these colonies, takity inte their most serious
consideration the best means of atlaininy the
euids aforesaid, do, in the first place, ss Eng-
lishimen, their ancestors, in like cases have
usuaily done, for effecting and vindienting their
rights and Bherves, Declare

That the inhabitamis of the KEnglish colonies
in North Aumerica, by the immutable laws of
nature, the principles of the Englist constitu-
tion, amd the several characters oF compacts,
have the following Righis:—

Resolved,, 3. ¢, . 1. That Lhey are entitlecd
to life, liberty, and properly, und that they have
never cesled to any sovereign power whatever,
a right to dispose of either without their con-
sent.

KNesofvod, 5. €. 0. 2. That our anceslors,
who firngseitled these colonies, were at the time
of their emigration from the tother country,
eutitled to nll the rights, liberties, and immuni-
ties, of futl and nutural born subjects, within
the realss of Englami.

Resoived, B, ¢ Do 3.0 That by such emigra-
tion, they by no means forfeited, surrendered,
or lost uny of thove rights, but that they were,
and their descendants uow are, entitled to the
exercise and enjoyment of atl such of tlien, as
their tocat and othi»r circumstarices evable Lem
to exercisc and enjoy,

Hesofred, 1. That the foundation ~f Hoglish
likerty, and of all fre government, is a right
in the penple to purlicipate in their legislative
council: and as the English colonists are not
represented, and from their local and other ¢ir-
cumstances, canuol properly be, in the Rritish

Tarliameni, they are entitled to a free and ex- |

clusive power of legistation in their several
provineial legislatures, where their right of

representation can aloue be preserved, in all
cases of taxation and internal polily, sulject
uvnty to the pegative of their sovereign, in suck
mattter as has been heretofore used and accnus-
tomed.—freston.  Documents ftlustralive of
cAmerican Hislory. .
Throughout the period of agitation
previous to independence, the Americans
professed themselves loyal subjects of
King George, piaciug the blame of the
abjectionable acts of government upon
his niinisters. When at last they had
resolved upon independence and they
felt the necessity of justifying their ac-
tion in the eyves of the world, the con-
venient fiction as to responsibiiity at
once was hrushed away. Inthe Declar-
ation of Independence the indictment of
misgovernment is drawn against the
King alone, becanse to him alone have
the Americans ackuowledged that sub-
mission was due. Yet even in this re-
cital of the King's misdeeds, the samn
attitude of defense of American repre-
sentative assemblies is maintained.

From the Declaration of Tudependence:—

He has combited with others to suhject s to
jurisdiction fareign to our constitution, ancd un-~
acknowledged by our laws; giving his asseul to
their Acts of pretended Legislation:--

Fer quartering large bodies andarmed troops
amougus: . . .,

Ferimposing taxes on us without our ¢on-
sent; . .

For taking away our charters, abolishing our
must valnable laws, and altering fundsmentslly
the forms of our eovernments;

For suspending our own {epgislitures, aml
deelaring themselves invested with puwer to
legistate for us in all cases whatsoe: or.

Thus from a wide range of citations
drawn from every locality aud covering
the whole period of agitatizo, the gen-
eral doctrine of the patrints is vet forth,
Everywhere the idea is thw same, —that
the representation which the patriotic
spirit of Americaus defends is the repre-
seolation in American legislatures es-
tablished since the fouundation of the
colonies, Representation in the British
Parliament is mentioned only to peint
out its absence and to show its imprac-
ticability, Nowhere is any evidencs
found to show that it was even dreames
of as feasible or desirable.







