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A Hisconception of the American
Revolution.

HV l-\ H. CI.ARK.

The tacts of the revolt of the Knglish
colonies in America are plain. They are
recorded with the greatest fullness in
acts of the British Parliament, in re-
solves of American congresses and legis-
latures, and in orations and memoirs of
contemporaries—to say nothing of the
Declaration of Independence. A study
of this material shows that the Ameri-
can patriots everywhere regarded their
cause as a defensive oiu\ mri all their
acts even to indepeiKki: .-̂  iustified as
necessary to the mri':t r.iauce of "the
rights, liberties am1. '::v;unities, of free
and natural-born subjects, within tVe
realm of Engla•• i." Such rights and
liberties they c'..V;med that they, a id
their ancestors before them from the
earliest settlement, had enjoyed ; and
stt*h rights and liberties V*. was tbnt the
legislation of the Britibh Parliame:;:
after 1763 and the administration of
George III i n firing «I. Heir.̂ e th»: ^
sistance of th*̂  coionl-s, • 1; 11 -,!.;ally
independence after the king himself had
made war.

It might be expected tha^ all Ameri-
cans would know this period of their

• history, at least on tbt Amerioai, side,
.and appreciate it fully. But someho ,v
there has come a strange misi onception
of the whole movement, wiiich bids fair
to obliterate in the common miis'l all
true understanding of our national be-
ginning The following" notion hos been
found generally prevalent among I ugh
school pupils in San Francisco, de *ived
iroin their earlier training in United
States history. Xo doubt the state ot
mind of these pupils is typical of young
people all over th^ country, conditions of
instruction in this field being similar.

Ask the question, " What did the
•\uierieans fight for?" and IUK; answer
comes "They fought to gaidmdepcnd-
jnce of English rule." .W

" Why did they desire independence ?"
"They were being taxed by the Brit-

Hi Parliament* in which they were not
represented, and when,thev asked to 1>?
allowed representation it was refused ;
and independence was sought as the
alternative."

"Then if representation at Westmin-
ister had been granted, the colonists
would have been satisfied?"


