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VOL.. 1 J A N U A R Y , NO. 1

A Hisconception of the American
Revolution.

HV l-\ H. CI.ARK.

The tacts of the revolt of the Knglish
colonies in America are plain. They are
recorded with the greatest fullness in
acts of the British Parliament, in re-
solves of American congresses and legis-
latures, and in orations and memoirs of
contemporaries—to say nothing of the
Declaration of Independence. A study
of this material shows that the Ameri-
can patriots everywhere regarded their
cause as a defensive oiu\ mri all their
acts even to indepeiKki: .-̂  iustified as
necessary to the mri':t r.iauce of "the
rights, liberties am1. '::v;unities, of free
and natural-born subjects, within tVe
realm of Engla•• i." Such rights and
liberties they c'..V;med that they, a id
their ancestors before them from the
earliest settlement, had enjoyed ; and
stt*h rights and liberties V*. was tbnt the
legislation of the Britibh Parliame:;:
after 1763 and the administration of
George III i n firing «I. Heir.̂ e th»: ^
sistance of th*̂  coionl-s, • 1; 11 -,!.;ally
independence after the king himself had
made war.

It might be expected tha^ all Ameri-
cans would know this period of their

• history, at least on tbt Amerioai, side,
.and appreciate it fully. But someho ,v
there has come a strange misi onception
of the whole movement, wiiich bids fair
to obliterate in the common miis'l all
true understanding of our national be-
ginning The following" notion hos been
found generally prevalent among I ugh
school pupils in San Francisco, de *ived
iroin their earlier training in United
States history. Xo doubt the state ot
mind of these pupils is typical of young
people all over th^ country, conditions of
instruction in this field being similar.

Ask the question, " What did the
•\uierieans fight for?" and IUK; answer
comes "They fought to gaidmdepcnd-
jnce of English rule." .W

" Why did they desire independence ?"
"They were being taxed by the Brit-

Hi Parliament* in which they were not
represented, and when,thev asked to 1>?
allowed representation it was refused ;
and independence was sought as the
alternative."

"Then if representation at Westmin-
ister had been granted, the colonists
would have been satisfied?"
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11 Yes! certainly."
Thus had been found over and over

again in the minds of fairly intelligent
pupils the fixed idea that the Americans
desired representation at Westminister,
and fought the war because the English
would not give it to them. In this, way
the true character of the American revo-
lution is belied ; its real spirit is obscured.
The American cause is transformed from
the defensive to the aggressive. Instead
of being an agitation in defense of home
and country, of institutions long cher-
ished and liberties anciently enjoyed, by
this, strange perversion of history the
deeds of our forefathers are belittled to
the measure of peevish rebels seeking to
spoil what they have failed to control.
IK is not claimed that seventeen-year-old
boys push their thought to this extreme;
but the great trouble is that here at the
beginning of their conscious entrance
into the national life, they have an
utterly perverted notion of the nation's
origin. The seriousness of this matter
is not simply in regavd to historic truth,
although here is seriousness enough.
Ear greater evil the;;e is in the influence,
thus: engendered, toward disrespect for
law and authority.

One is curious to learn how this wide-
spread error has arisen. It is, of course,
a matter of ignorance—ignorance of the
great works of history, the writings of
contemporaries and of the great masters
building upon them. Even the teachers
in our schools generally get their ideas
from the^meager accounts of school
books. The misleading character of
much of this writing is shown in the
following extract from a very popular
school book once very widely used in
California. *

The direct cause [of the Revolution] was an
attempt to tax the colonies in order *;> defrav
the expenses of the recent war. WJ the colon
tsts were not represented in Parliament they
resisted this measure, declaring that Taxation
without Representation is Tythnnv. atlon

The ,oub,e with this is a o t i n , . h a t
i s

said, but in what is Ieif unsaid. There
is no allus:on whatever to the repres--n-
t/itive institutions already maintained in
ev^ry colony, tr^ very existence of
which was threatened by the rrct of par-
liamentary >nxation. So little acquaint-
ance have the pupils .vith the actual life
of the colonies that they kn,nv nothing
of colonial legislatures, or at any rate
they do not think of them, and so they
make the following inference: " Of
course it was right for the Americans to
contribute to expenses incurred hi their
own defense and so they must have
wished to be represented in Parliament."

This thought fits in at once with our
universal democratic prepossessions in
favor of a share in government wherever
there is one and thus the theory set
forth above is born and developed. How
much better the method of some more
recent books, to bring the pupil at once
to the words of Patrick Henry in the
Virginia Assemblv :

Resolved, That the taxation of the people by
themselves, or by persons chosen by them-
selves lo represent them * * * is the dis-
tinguishing characteristic of British freedom.

Resolved, That the General Assembly of this
colony have the only and sole exclusive right
and power to lay taxes * * * upon the in-
habitants of this colony * > *

It is the object of this paper to estab-
lish that the American patriots regarded
their institutions of self-government,
maintained throughout English America
from the beginning, as the safeguards of
liberty; that they were entitled to lib-
erty as English subjects and by natural
right; that whatever laws or govern-
mental acts invaded these institutions,
destroyed their liberty and made them
slaves; and that all their acts, including
independence, were regarded as in de-
fense of self-government and liberty
already enjoyed. No investigation is
here made of the economic relations of
England and America, *nor is any at-
tempt made to present the prevailing

view o

to conhol colonies as d
British Empire. It is
to present the virws of i\
by citations from their
wide range of instances
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tion of the English I
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Act Congress—compos
from nine colonies :
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to control colonies as dependencies of a
British Empire. It is attempted solely
to present the virwsof American patriots
by citations from their utterances in a
wide range of instances.

From the " Resolves of the Conven-
tion of the English Colonies at New
York, October 19. 1765"—the Stamp
Act Congress—composed of delegates
from nine colonies:

The members of this Congress, sincerely de-
voted, with the warmest sentiraentsof atfeciiou
and duty, to hU Majesty's person and jgovern-
inent, inviolably attached to the present happy
establishment of the Protestant succession, and

From an oration by Joseph Warren,
delivered at Boston, March 5, 1772 :—

Public happiness ttepentfs on a virtuous and
unshaken attachment to a free constitution.

H was this attachment to a constitution,
founded on free and benevolent principles,
which inspired the firsi settlers of this country

thev saw with grief the daring outrages com-
mitted <»n the free constitution of their native
land.—they knew nothing but aciyil war could
at that time restore its pristine purity. So hard
was it to resolve to embrue their hat:cls in the
blood of their brethren, that they chose rather
to quit their fair possessions and seek another
habitation in a distant clime. When they
came to this new world, which they fairly pur-
chased of the Indian natives, the only rightful
proprietors, they cultivated the then barren
soil, hv their incessnnl labor, and defended

with minds deeply impressed by ». sens: of the t ,R M r aenr-bougpt possessions with the fortitude
present and impending misfortunes of the Brit- of the Christian, and the br.ivery of the hero,
ish colonies on this continent; having consul- A f t e r v a r ; ( U S struggles, which, during the
ered as maturely as time will permit, the cir-
cumstances of the said colonies, esteem it onr
indispensable duty to rctah^ the follow.Mi,g decla-
rations of our humble opinion respecting the
most essential rights and liberties of ifc«; colon-
ists and ot the grievances under \vh th they
labor by reason of the several late acts of Par-

u t :
1. That his Majesty's subjects, in t;:e*ie col-

onies, owe the same allegiance to the crown of
Great Britain, that is owing from his subjects
born within th. realm ; anil all due subordina-
tion to that august body, the Parliament of
Great lfrituiu.

2. That his Majesty's liege * 'ibjurt! ,in these
colonies, are entitled to all the inherent rights
and liberties 01* h- : natural-born subjects within
the Tiigdom of Great Hritain

3 That it is inseparably cssentl'.l to Che
freedom of a people, and the undoubted right
of Englishman, that :.o taxe» be imposed on
them but with their own consent, yiven per-
sona: y, or by their representatives.

4. That the Dtople of these coioni.'s are not,
and from their locai cirrcir: ;*nnces cannot be,
represented in the House of Cvm.ions in Great
Britain.

5. That the only representatives of the peo-
ple of the:-v colonies, are persons choien therein
by themselves; and that »(o taxes ever have
been, or can be constitutionally imposed on
them, but by theit respective legislatures.

6. ThU all supplies to the crown being the
free gifts of the peojU, H ;,s unreasonable and
inconsistent with the principles and spirit of
the British cmvuitnjon, for th-* ptrofUc of Great
Britain to gnajt i:> his Majesty, the property of
the colonists.

S. That the late act of Parliament entitled,
"An act for granting and applying certain
stam;) mitiVs, and other duties in the British
colonies and plantations in America, etc.," by
imposing taxes on tbc inhabitants c-f these colo-
nies, and the said act. M»d several v her acts, by
extending the jurisdictrm of th.. t »urts of ad-
miralty beyond its anciei:* limits, l.ave a mani-
fest tendency to subvert the rights and liberties
of the colonists. * * * —Preston, Docu-
ments illustrative of American H'story.

tyrannic reigns of the house of Stuart, were con-
stantly kept up between right and wrong, be-
••.ve»-n" librrty and slavery, the connection be-
tween Gr^al Britain and this colonv was settled
in the reign of King \Villi»m and Queen Mary,
bv a compact, the conditions of which were ex-
pressed in a charter, by which all I.he liberties
»ml immunities of British subjects, were con-
fided u- this province, as fully and as absolutely
as thev possibly could be by any human instru-
ment which can be devised*. And it is undeni-
nhlv true, that the greatest and most impoilanl
right of a British subject is, WVAX. he shall he gov-
erned hv no Itt-vs but those to which he, either in
person or by his representatives, hath given his
consent; and this I will venture to assert, is the
great b«sis of British freedom; it is interwoven
with tlie constitution ; and whenever this is
lost, the constitution must be-destroyed, * * tt

And I am very much at a loss to know by
A-hat figure of rhetoric, tlie inhabitants of this
province can be called free subjects, when they
are obliged lo obey implicitly such laws as aie
made (or them by men three thousand miles off,
whom they know not. and whom they never
empowered to act for them, or how they can lie
said to have property, when a body of men over
whom they have not the least control, and who
are not in anv way accountable to them, shall
oblige them to deliver up any part, or the whole
of their substance without even asking their
consent : and yet whoever pretends that the late
acts of the British parliament for taxing Amer-
ica ought to be binding upon us, must ndmit qt
once ihjit we are absolute slaves, and have no
property of our own . or else that we may be
freemen, and at the same tune ruder a neces-
sity of obeying the arbitrary commands of those
over whom we have no control or influence,
and that we mav have property ot our own
v-hich is, entirely at the disposal of another.
Such grave absurdities, I believe will not be
relished in this enlightened age.—Xitcs, Prin-
ciples ami Acts of tlie Revolution, p. 21-22.

From the testimony of Benjamin Frank-
lin before English House of Commons in
committee of the whole, in regard to the
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repeal of the Stamp Act, in February,
1796:—

Q Do VOP *hin1c the assemblies Have a right
toT-.vy money on the subject there, to grant to
the ctvrvn *

A. I certainly think so, they have always
Q. Are they acquainted with the declaration

of rights? And do they know that, by that
statute, money is not to be raised on the subject
but by oonWl of Parliament ?

A. The-.- are well acquainted with it.
Q. ' Mow i.!:en can they think that tliev have

a rftfht to !ei*y money for the crown, or for any
otber than local purposes?

A. They understand that clause to relate to
subjects only within the realm ; that no money
can be levisd. on them for the crown, but by
consent: of, Parliament. The colonies are not
supposed to be within the realm: they have
ajwctoblifts of their own. which are their parlia-
ments,—and they an:, in that respect, in the
same situation With Ireland. When money is
to be raised for the crown upon the subject lit
Ireiaiid, or in the colonies, the consent is given
in the Parliament of Ireland, or in the aj-sein-
blies of the colonies. They think the Pirlia-
went of Great Britain cannot properly giv; that
cou&cut. till it ha£ representatives from Vm«r-
ica ; for the petition of right expressly sa\s. it
is to !;•« by at/iwon consent in Parliament;
and the people of America have no representa-
tives in rarltameiit, to make a part of the.t com-
mon consent.—/•*»itf£//V.v Works. \*ol. I., p.
21s;.

It will be noticed here that Franklin
here-, refers to American representation
in Parliament only as a possibility and
not as an object desired.

From the Resolves of the House of
Burgesses of Virginia, passed May 16th,

' itesohed. .\eiuinc canbadicente. That the
sole ri^ht of imposing taxes on the inhabitants
of this, his Majesty's colony and Dominion of
Virginia, is now and hath been legally And
constitutionally vested in tile House of Bur-
gesses, lawfully convened, according to thv
ancient and established practice, with the con-
sent of the council, and of his Majesty the
King of Great Britain, or his Governor for the
time bt;;,tiK.—Channini,'. History of United
States, A pp.

From instructions by the Virginia
Legislature to delegates in Congress,
1774:

And ch»t ;iiey (the delegates) may be the bet-
ter -.mornied of our own sentiments, touching
the conduct we wish them to observe on this
important occasion, we desire they will express
in the first place, our faith Rnd true allegiance
to his Majesty King George the Third, our
lawful and rightful sovereign; and that we are
determined with our lives and fortunes to sup-
port him in the legal exercise of his just rights

and prerogatives: and however misrepresented,
we sincerely approve of a constitutional con-
nection with Great Britain, and wish most
ardently a return of that intercourse of affection
and commercial councction that formerly
united both countries, which can onlv !>e ef-
fected bv a removal of those causes of discon-
tent which hitve oft -te unhappily divided us.

It cannot admit of a doubt but that British
subjects in America are entitled to the same
rights and privileges as their fellow subjects
possess in Britain ; ami, therefore, that the
power

h d
c;! by the British Parliament toy

bhid America by" their staimes, \v» all cases
whatsoever, is unconstitutional, and the source
of these unhappy differences.

The end of the Government would be de-
feated by the British Parliament e:cmrising a
power over the lives, the properly and the lib-
erty of the American subjects, who are not,,
and from their local circumstances cannot be,
there represented. Of this nature we consider
the several nets of Parliament for raising a rev-
enue in America, for extending the jurisdiction
of the courts of admiralty, for seizing American
subjects aiid transporting then to Britain to he
tried for crimes committed in An;crica, and
the several late oppressive acts respecting the
town of Boston and th-j province of Massa-
chusetts Bav.

The original constitution of the American
eol'Miies possessing their assemblies with the
sole right ol directing their internal polity, it is
absolutely destructive of ths end of -their insti-
tution that, their legislation should be sus-
pended or prevented, by hasty dissolutions,
from exercising the r legislative power.—Xiles.
Principles una .-Ids of the Revolution.

From the speech of John Rutledge, to
the General Assembly of South Carolina,
April r rth. 1776 :

And now, gentlemen, let me entreat that you
will, in vour several parishes and districts, use
your influence and authority to keep the peace
and good order, and procure strict observance
of and ready ohtdience to the law. If any per-
son?, therein are still strangers to the nature and
merits of the dispute between Great Britain and
the Colonies, you wiH explain it to them fully,
and teach them, if they are so unfortunate aa
not to know their inherent rights. Prove to
them that the privileges of being tried by a jury
of the vicinage, acquainted with the parties anil
witnesses; of bei:..̂  taxed only with their own
consent, given by their representatives, freely
chosen by and sharing the burthen equally with
themselves, not for thr aggrandizing a rapacious
minister and his dependent favorites, and for
corrupting the people, and subverting their lib-
erties, but for such wise and salutary purpose*1-
as they themselves approve; and "of having
their internal polity regulated only by laws con-
sented toby competent judges of \vh«t is best
adapted to their situation and circumstances,
equally bound, too, by those laws, are ines-
timable, and derived from that constitution,
which is the birthright of the poorest man,
and the best inheritance of the most wealthy.
Relate to them the various, unjust and cruel
statutes, which the British Parliament, claim-

1

ing a right to make 'aw» for bind
jes in ail cases whatever, have
Ibe many sanguinary measurcj
been, and are daily pursued a-
to wrest from them those inyah
and to enforce such an unlimite<
tive claim —rVtles, Principles
Revolution.

Also, Chief Justice Drayt
Carolina, in delivering a c
grand jury, used the followij
April 23d, 1776 :

The catalogue of .our oppress1, c
and local, is enormous. Of sueV
will mention only some of the a

Under code of law. the King 1
of Great Britain have made the
attempts to enslave America;

By claiming a right to hind ii
all cases whatsoever ";

By laying duties at. their men.,
ure upon all the colonies ;

By suspending the i c g U l j j
etc.—Sites. Principles ami Ad\
Hon.

From the Declaration of
Continental Congress at Phi
1774:

Whereupon, the deputies so i
now assembled, in « full and fir
of these colonies, taking into th
consideration the best means *
ends aforesaid, do, in the first
lishmen, their ancestors, in fi
usually done, for effecting and v
rights and liberties, Declare

That the inhabitants of the )•
in North America, by trie inn
nature, the principle* of the K
tion, and the sevarai eharacU::
have the following Righta:—

Resolved** N. C. Y., I . That 1
to life, liberty, and property,an
never ceded to any sovereign \
a right (.0 dispose of either wit
sent.

Resolved^ N. C. D. a. Tha».
who first settled these colonies,
of their emigration from the :
entitled to ail the rights, 'liberti
ties, of full and natural born
?he realm of England.

Rewved* s. c. i>. 3. That
tion, they by no means forfeit
or lost any of tho^e rights, butj
and their descendants now are
exercise and enjoyment, of all 4
their local Riulothtrcircurastuj
to exercise uud enjoy.

Resolvedt 4. Thttt the found
liberty, and of all fr«e {govern 1!
in the people to participate in]
council; and as the English -j
represented, and from their ioc,
cumstances, cannot properly bj
Parliament, they are entitled
elusive power of legislation
provincial Segis^atur-ss, whe
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ing a right to make laws for binding the colon-
ies in all cases whatever, have enaciert; and
the mnnv sanguinary measures which have
been, ami am daily pursued and threatened,
to wrest from t^era those invaluable benefits,
and to enforce such an unlimited and destruc-
tive claim —Ntles. Principles and Ads of the
Revolution.

Also, Chief Justice Drayton, of South
Carolina, in delivering a charge to the
grand jury, used the following language,
April 23d, 1776 :

The catalogue of our oppressions, continental
and local, is enormous. Of such oppressions, I
will mention only some of the most weighty.

Under co*»e of law, the King and Parliament
of Great Britain have made the most arbitrary
attempts to enslave America:

By claiming a right to hind the colonies "in
all cases whatsoever M:

By laying duties at their mere v/ili and pleas-
ure upon ail the colonies;

By suspending the legislature of New York,
etc.—Sues. Principles ami Acts of the devolu-
tion.

From the Declaration of Rights of the
Continental Congress at Philadelphia, in
1774:

Whereupon, the deputies so appointed being
now assembled, in a full and free representation
of these colonies, taking into their most serious
consideration the beat means of attaining the
ends aforesaid, do, in the first place, ns Eng-
lishmen, their ancestors, in like cases have
usually done, for effecting and vindicating their
rights'nnd liberties, Declare

That the inhabitants of the Hnglish colonies
in North Ameiicu, by the immutable laws of
nature, the principles of the English constitu-
tion, and the several characters or compacts,
have the following Rights: —

Resolved.% N. C. D. I . That they are entitled
to life, liberty, and properly, and that they have
never ee.led to any sovereign power whatever,
a right to dispose of either without their con-
sent.

Resolved* N. C. l>. 2. Thai our ancestors,
wln> first settled these colonies, were at the time
of their emigration from the mother country,
entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immuni-
ties, of full and natural born subjects, within
the realm of England.

Resoled, N. C- r>. 3. That by such emigra-
tion, they by no means forfeited, surrendered,
or lost 'iny of tho^e rights, 'out that they were,
and their descendants now ant. entitled to the
exercise and enjoyment of all tsuch of them, as
their local and nth*r circumstances enable uiem
to exercise and enjoy.

Resolved. 4. That the foundation ^ r English
liberty, and of all fr#, e government, is a right
in 1 he people to participate in their legislative
council; and as the English cc.lonis.ts are not
represented, and from their local and other cir-
cumstanced, cannot properly be, in the British
Parliament, they are entitled to a free and ex-
clusive power of legislation in their several
provincial legislatures, where their right of

representation can alone be preserved, in all
cases of taxation and internal polity, subject
only to the negative of their sovereign, in such
man Mer as has been heretofore used and acens-
tomttl.—Preston. Documents Illustrative of
American History.

Throughout the period of agitation
previous to independence, the Americans
professed themselves loyal subjects of
King George, piaciug the blame of the
objectionable acts of government upon
his ministers. When at last they had
resolved upon independence and they
felt the necessity of justifying their ac-
tion in the eyes of the world, the con-
venient fiction as to responsibility at
once was brushed away. In the Declar-
ation of Independence the indictment of
misgovernment is drawn against the
King alone, because to him alone have
the Americans acknowledged that sub-
mission was due. Yet even in this re-
cital of the King's misdeeds, the same
attitude of defense of American repre-
sentative assemblies is maintained.
From the Declaration of Independence:—

He bus combined with others to subject r.s to
jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, atu'i un-
acknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to
their Acts of pretended Legislation:—

For quartering large bodies and armed troops
among us; . . .

For imposing taxes on us without our con-
sent; . . .

For taking away our charters, abolishing our
most valuable law's, and altering fundunienUlly
the forms of our governments;

For suspending our own Legislatures, and
declaring themselves invested with power to
legislate for us in all cases whatsoei zr.

Thus from a wide range c( citations
drawn from every locality ami covering
the whole period of agitation, the gen-
eral doctrine of the patriots, is set forth.
Everywhere the idea is the same,—that
the representation which the patriotic
spirit of Americans defends is the repre-
sentation in American ''legislatures es-
tablished since the foundation of the
colonies. Representation in the British
Parliament is mentioned only to point
out its absence and to show its imprac-
ticability. Nowhere is any evidence
found to show that it was even dreamed
of as feasible or desirable.



THE LOWELL

Within a year our country has had oc-
casion to remark the persistent vigor of
our national prejudice against the Eng-
lish, and attention has been publicly
called to the probable fact that this pre-
judice is kept alive through the misrep-
resentations fostered in the history -teach-
ing in our schools. What better reform
can be made than that we turn to the
patriots themselves for the principles for
which they fought ? Will it not be the
most valuable lesson for us to observe
their frank and unqualified acknowledg-
ment that those principles were not their
peculiar discovery, but the principles of
Englishmen throughout the history of
English freedom ? In thus recognizing
its historic ancest'/y American I iberty
will find itself exalted.

To show that the principles of the
Americans were also the principles of
sone Englishmen at the time, one need
only call up the famous words of the
«reat Cha ham on the declaratory bill in
the Hoast of Lords :

Nor, ray lord, is the doctrine new; it is as old
as the constitution ; jt grew up with it, it is its
.chief support; taxation and representation are
inseparably united ; God hath joined them, no
British Parliament can separate U;em ; to en-
deavor to Jo itistostab our very vitals.—[From
tbe OVBK&AND MONTHLY, Sept., 1897.]

The Good Thing.

In the time of our grandfathers he'd
sit for hours at a time holding her yarn.
What cared he for the racking pains tor-
turing his back? Was it not ample cora-
peusation to gaze into the liquid depths
of her heavenly eyes. When, overcom-
ing her shyness, she spoke to him, oh,
boundless joy, his head was in the skies.

But wait. Oh, horrors ! he makes a
fatal slip; the yarn is in a tangle; sharp
words, an angry retort, and new another
holds the skein of yarn.

TEN DECADES LATER.

The Good Thing, taking the hint.offers

to clean his angel's wheel. Oh, yes, it
would be such a pleasure.

After wrestling **ith wrenches and
nuLs, dirty rags and sticky oil for an eter-
nity, at last his labor of love is accom-
plished.

Taking the "noiseless steed'* upon;
his shouklers, he mounts one hundred
and thirteen steps to the upper fiat. Con-
scious of a. work well done and expect-
ing words of praise, his happiness is
complete.

Vain expectation ; her eye lights upon
a speck of dust, lodged upon the rear
fork.

With grating voice she reprimands
him i crushed and miserable he leaves
her.

Now another cleans her chainless bike.
And thus it always is.

A. E. DUNCAN, '98.

Translations.
[Aeneid B'k IV ; II. 522 52S.J

Over the earth the night brought gentle sleep
to the weary ;

Stilled were the restless waves, the murmuring
forest was quiet;

Silently meanwhile the stars in their gliding
courses were rolling:

Stilled all the land, and the birds of beautiful
plumage ;

Some on the lakes that lie all pUcid and wide
in the darkness,

Others in open field, in ragged bushes low-
dwelling ;

Under the silent night, in sleep all creatures
were resting,

Freed from their cares at last, with hearts for-
getful of troubles. ;?'

And night came on, and over all the earth
The weary souls were wrapped in quiet sleep \
T!?e troubled billows and the woods were still.
While in their course the silent stars rolled ou,
While all the land was hushed: tne flocks in

fold.
Far on the dimpling lake the wild-fowl rest,
And plumed birds that dwell in brambly bush,
Reposed in sleep beneath the silent night,
Their hearts forgetful of the troubles passed.

J. SPRATT, L. H. f>.

Idle words are not to be thrown at random.

Christmas in a Gcrrnai
School.

Have you ever passed Cl
German boai ding-school ?
imagine yourself separate"
parents by the mighty wall
imagine yourself thousau)
away from your home, y<
aud all that is dear to y<
yourself in a school whei
speaks English except you:
brother; let it be Cbristmj
you may perhaps have an
it is to celebrate Christmas
Boarding-school.

At last that eventful dayj
have been looking forward
year, is at hand. Many a|
our feelings, now joyful ai
of Christmas gifts and Chi
now sad at the thought oi
far away in sunny Ital;
Christmas last celebrated in
California.

The day before, nearly
departed to their respeetiv*
cept three or four of us
whose homes were, alas! tj
The glowing descriptions
miscuously by them of wh;
do when they got back
and mother, brothers and
still a depressing effect upnj
Nevertheless we have been
' qui vive' all day by the
pervading the whole nous
dows of the dining ball
guarded by heavy curtain;
were continually flitting ii
tried several ingenious
behind it, all to no avail.

One poor scapegrace w
'his eye glued to the k<
'ha.U of mystery/ as we di
consequence all of us we:]
the; tender mercies of a
structions to spend the
good long walk. Specti


